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Mission champions 

A church in Gerrards Cross gets real 


New hope lor Reading 

What God can do if we only listen to Him 


Am I my brother’s keeper? 

Jon Steel writes about restorative justice 



‘The fearsome 
threshold of war’ 


We should not 
accept that war is 
inevitable like some 
people do. We 
should continue to 
pray ardently . . 

The Bishop of Oxford 
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CHRIST Church, Oxford 
had never seen anything 
quite like it before when 540 
men and women, repre- 
senting between them 
about 27,000 years of vol- 
untary service to churches in 
the Diocese of Oxford, came 
to tea on 1 & 2 October. 

The youngest were in their 
early seventies but some 
were well into their nineties. 
And each had a story of ser- 
vice to tell like Mrs Joan 
Marks from SS Simon and 
Jude, Castlethorpe near 
Milton Keynes who came to 
from the East End of London 
as a land girl during the War 
and stayed. She has taken 
Sunday school, run a pram 
service and for 36 years has 
been verger and sacristan. 

The tea parties were organ- 
ised to celebrate the Queen’s 
Jubilee and to say thank you 
to the army of ‘silver’ volun- 
teers all of whom were nom- 
inated by their parish. 

The programme for the two 
afternoons included a tour 
of Christ Church whose col- 


lege chapel is also the 
Cathedral, tea and 
Evensong. 

The Bishop of Oxford, the 
Dean of Christ Church and 
the Area Bishops and 
Archdeacons were there to 
welcome the volunteers and 
so too was the Diocesan 
Secretary. Many of the visi- 
tors were accompanied by 
friends and a separate tea 
was laid on for those unable 
to cope with the long flight 
of stairs up to the Great Hall 
where tea was served 
beneath portraits of former 
Deans and Prime Ministers. 

‘It was a huge success’ said 
the Bishop of Oxford. ‘What 
was so gratifying was the 
pleasure the parties gave to 
so many people. Everyone 
was so full of gratitude 
that they had been invited 
for tea and of course the 
Diocese is deeply grateful 
to them for their years of 
devoted service,’ the 
Bishop said. 

More photos on page 20 


Top picture: Two centuries of service to the parishes of Salford 
and Chastleton near Chipping Norton are represented here by 
(left to right) Dilly Barnard, Jenny Nolan, Dorothy Thomas and 
Roma Smith seen admiring the flowers in the Cathedral Garden. 



ST CECILIA, patron saint of music whose feast day is 22 November, would be proud of Frank Ryder. He was 90 on 12 October 
and widowed last year, but still conducts a 20-strong mixed four-part choir at St Andrew's Church, Bradfield. 'He occasionally 
needs a hand up the steps but he is tremendous and has a wonderful sense of humour. He's also quite strict;' says the Revd 
Rosemary Green, Vicar of Bradfield. She says that if the sopranos chatter too much at choir practice, Frank brings them to order 
with a blast of his whistle. But there are no hard feelings and the choir gave him a surprise party for his 90th birthday 
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Sharing Life 


/IK f \ ! 

| sharing life 


News 


in brief 


Living at the edge: Making a difference i 


SHARING LIFE is not a prescriptive programme of what we should be doing, but rather a call to engage with the Lord of the 
Church and allow him to re-shape us, and reform us. In the autumn of last year Gill Poole, Area Co-ordinator for CMS and a member 
of St Nicholas, Marston, spent some time in study leave reflecting on the emerging Church. Over the next few months in this column 
Gill will join me in sharing stories from across the world, around this nation and from the Diocese - Chris Neal 


Welcome to the real world 

Love isn't what you fall in. 
It's what pulls you out 
of what you fall in. 

Love isn't a good feeling. 
Love is doing good 
when you're feeling bad. 

Love means taking the 
knocks 

and coming back 
to try to make things better. 
Love is the strongest weapon 
known to mankind. 

Other weapons blow people 
up. 

Only Love puts them back 
together again. 

And everything that seems 
real, 

that looks smart, 
that feels good, 
has a seli-by date. 

But Love has no sell-by date. 
Love is Long Life. 

Love is the ultimate 
preservative. 

I don't know too much about 
Love 

but I know a man who does, 
up there on the cross 
loving us to death. 

Love is the key 
to the door of the place 
he's prepared for you 
in the kingdom of God. 

If you're beginning to under- 
stand, 

then welcome to the real 
world. 

Extracts from Godfrey Rust's poem 
'Welcome to the Real World' <c) 2000 
from an anthology of the same name. 


I read 
in a book 

that a man called Christ 
went about doing good. 
It is very disconcerting 
to me 

that I am so easily 
satisfied with just 
going about. 

Japan: Toyohiko Kagawa: from 
Procession of Prayers edited by 
John Carden 


Car-repair ‘village’ 

There’s a car-repair ‘village’ 
on the outskirts of Jos in 
Nigeria. Without any leader- 
ship from the formal church 
the mainly male workers set 
up Wednesday lunch time 
worship (praise, Bible study 
and prayer). They were from 
a social class too poor to have 
Sundays off. Their Muslim 
friends gave them the idea 
with their Friday prayers. 

This ‘non-church’ has been 
going for nine years and a few 
dozen take part. The workers 
were led by the man who ran 
the lathe. From time to time he 
got in touch with the Anglican 
church which sometimes sent a 
member of the clergy to help. 
But the worship was their own. 

Emmanuel Lukund, who 
describes himself as an artist 
which probably means he 
painted cars after repairs were 
carried out, says: ‘TTie fellow- 
ship has really helped me to 
growing closer to God 
Sometimes you wake up and 
you cannot pray. But here you 
get to know other people and 
you learn from them how to 
say thank you and beg for 
forgiveness and pray for what 
ever you want to pray. 

Liz, York 

Liz felt called to give up 
teacher training and do evan- 
gelism. She was rejected for the 
ordained ministry but through 
an Alpha group she found her- 
self teaming up with someone 
who lives on a council estate. 

The estate is full of drugs and 
alcohol. Nearly all have crimi- 
nal records and broken lives. 
But they responded to the heal- 
ing love of Christ in a way that 
Liz hadn’t anticipated. ‘They 
didn’t have our middle class 
inhibitions. When they found 
Jesus changing their lives they 
just went and told others and 
50 to 70 people came to faith 
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highlights: We wanted to be | 
more than just signers of * 
cheques. When people we | 
supported came and talked ■ 
tjiey had a ‘halo effect’ which | 
can last for some time. We ■ 
observed what worked: for 
example we are linked with a 


‘Meeting people where 
they are’ Photo: leuan Watkins 
in a yean They are not put off 
by Christianity but by church.’ 
They are beginning to meet 
monthly in the community 
centre at Foxwood. They have 
testimony and Bible teaching 
and it’s totally informal. 
Teenagers sometimes come en 
masse sometimes. None of 
this has been planned; it’s just 
evolving. ‘God’s doing some- 
thing and I’m trying to keep 
up with Him,’ Liz says. 

Gerrards Cross 

People often think of mis- 
sionaries as professionals 
who go to ‘those poor people 
out there’. But the mission 
committee of St James’, 
Gerrards Cross decided to 
develop a strategy for mak- 
ing mission integral to their 
church life. The baseline was 
to be the Great Commission 
not just for the church but 
for its individual members. 

Now mission is included in 
the church’s teaching and it is 
at the core of their prayer 
life. In developing their strat- 
egy the mission committee 
observed a number of aspects 
which the chairman, Ian Scott 


I 

very different type of church | 
from ours in Holloway in * 
London and support their 
‘Paradise Project’. After a visit 
to those we ‘support’ we actu- 
ally came back with ideas for 
getting involved with our 
own community. We noted 
the effect on adults as well as 
young people when they 
make connection in develop- | 
ing countries. * 

One new initiative is that 
for each mission agency we 
support we now have a 
‘champion’. Each champion 
gets £50 to give on intro- 
ducing themselves to ‘their’ 
agency. It is a way of nur- 
turing people’s skills and 
being relational with the 
agencies says Ian Scott. ‘We 
want St James’ outlook to 
be organic, relational and 
networking’ he says. 

Reflect and engage 

1. As you read these sto- 
ries what in particular 
strikes you? 

2. How do we view mis- 
sion, and do we see the 
connection between mis- 
sion ‘over there’ and our 
own discipleship and mis- 
sion engagement? 

3. Are we willing to step 
outside our comfort zones 
- do we encourage our 
Christian community to 
live at the point of risk? 

4. How might church look 
and feel in the future? 


For meditation 

Read again: Romans 12:1- 
2 and Philippians 2:14-15. 


Muslims are today’s outcasts 


JESUS’ attitudes to 
Samaritans offers important 
insights for how Christians can 
relate with integrity to 
Muslims in a post 9/11 world, 
according to The Revd Dr 
Toby Howarth, an authority 
on Islamic minority groups. Dr 
Howarth, who until recently 
worked in Rotterdam in a 


Christian ministry among 
Muslim refugees, presented 
this year’s Annual Sermon of 
the Church Mission Society in 
London on 18 October: He 
drew a parallel in the state of 
relations between first-century 
Jews and Samaritans and what 
often happens between 
Christians and Muslims today. 


World 


A special Advent Celebration to 
mark World Aids Day on 
Sunday, 1 December will take 
place at Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford on 2 December at 
7.30pm. The service on the theme 
of ‘Choose hope’ will focus on 
HTV/AIDs and particularly the 
crisis in many of the worlds poor- 


Day Service 

est countries. Participants will 
include Daleep Makarji, Director 
of Christian Aid, the Right Revd 
Richard Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford and Alick Nyirenda 
from Zambia. Call Christian 
Aid’s Oxford office on 01865 
246818 for an invitation. 

Paula Clifford also writes on page 20. 


Ecumenical timetable 


tHE Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester is the 
new chairman of Churches 
Together in Oxfordshire. He 
was elected by the Council at 
their annual general meeting. 
‘Since he came to Dorchester 
his regular presence at CTO 


meetings has been much 
appreciated. We have been 
heartened by Colin’s ensuring 
that CTO work for Christian 
unity has had a home in his 
timetable. We much look for- 
ward to working with him.’ 
said a CTO spokesman. 


National adoption crisis 


READING-BASED adoption 
agency Parents and Children 
Together (PACT) has declared 
a crisis as the number of adults 
prepared to be adoptive par- 
ents reaches an all-time low. 
The agency, formerly the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Social Work, announced a 
series of events during National 
Adoption Week (October 14- 


21) to raise awareness of adop- 
tion and encourage local peo- 
ple to consider their potential 
as adoptive parents. TTie prob- 
lem, says PACT, is a lack of 
understanding of the issues and 
a fear of the unknown. The 
PACT freephone number is 
0800 731 1845 and is open 
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm. 

See also page 14 and 15 


Crime in places of worship 


NATIONAL Churchwatch held 
a conference on 17 October in 
Coventry, attended by police 
forces, religious organisations 
and local authorities. New fig- 
ures were released revealing 
that crime against places of 


worship is rising at an alarming 
rate. Speakers included the 
Venerable Dr Gordon Kurht, 
head of the Church of England 
Ministry Division who spoke 
on how the Church hopes to 
deal with this increase in crime. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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COPY. 
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News 


Triple celebration at Christ Church 



Pictured above are the Revd Dr Alan Wilson, the Bishop of Oxford, Lieut Col Mary Harwood 
and the Revd Roger Salisbury. The Revd Alan Wilson and the Revd Roger Salisbury were 
installed as Honorary Canons of Christ Church Cathedral at a service of Evensong on 
Saturday 12 October. Mary Harwood, who organised the Diocesan Convention, was award- 
ed the Order of St Frideswide at the same service. Photograph: Jemimah Wright 


Animals given their own Sunday 


Service for Anglo-Saxon noble woman 


ON Wednesday 16 October 
Christ Church Cathedral was 
full for a special Evensong for 
the feast of St Frideswide and 
the rededication of her shrine 
by the Bishop of Oxford. 

St Frideswide is the patron 
saint of Oxford (c.680 - 727), 
which owes its existence to 
this Anglo-Saxon noble 
woman. She established a 
monastic house on the site of 
the present Cathedral. The 


music at at the service spanned 
the 1275 years of Oxford’s 
association with Frideswide, 
starting with the introit sung 
in medieval English monaster- 
ies for the Saint’s feast day, and 
ending with Francis Grier’s 
version of Psalm three. 

The service was attended by 
the Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire, the High Sheriff, 
the Lord Mayor and represen- 
tatives of the City and County. 


Ml< choir to helps us 
reflect and remember 

THE boys choir at Swanboume 
House School, Milton Keynes, 
will be performing at Coventry 
Cathedral during the forthcom- 
ing Remembrance Weekend. 

The British Legion are again 
asking for a two minute silence 
on the 1 1 November at 1 lam to 
allow us to reflect and remem- 
ber and to give thanks for the 
peace we have enjoyed since the 
end of World War II. Churches 
are asked to open between 
10.30 - 11am to allow public 
access to a place or worship. 


THE Dean of Newcastle, the 
Very Revd Nicholas Coulton, 
is to become Sub-Dean of 
Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford. He will be installed in 
January 2003. 

‘The invitation came as a 
complete surprise,’ he said. 
‘We have loved being in the 


THE first ever Animal 
Welfare Sunday was celebrat- 
ed on 6 October. From now 
on it will be an annual event 
in the calendar of the 
Anglican Church on the 
Sunday nearest St Francis’ 
Day which is October 4. 
Clergy were asked to focus 
on the suffering of animals 
particularly in factory farms, 
laboratories and in the fur 
industry. 

Animal Welfare Sunday was 
initiated by the Anglican 
Society for the Welfare of 
Animals whose chairman is 
the Bishop of Reading, 
Dominic Walker. 

‘Animal welfare issues can- 
not be separated from human 
and environmental ones. The 
demand for cheap farming is 
harming our farming indus- 
try, has an impact on the 
environment and can lead to 
the appalling treatment of 
animals. We need to recog- 
nise these links and address 


Bishop Colin plants 
Heyford evangelist 

HEYFORD Park Estate 
near Bicester is to get a 
Church Army Evangelist. 

Captain Ian Biscoe was 
licensed as Church Army 
Area Evangelist and Church 
Planter working in the 
Heyfords with Rousham 
and Somerton Benefice by 
the Bishop of Dorchester on 
the 8 September. He hopes 
to start a church, meeting 
initially on Thursday 
evenings in his home in 
Heyford Park. 


North East and have been 
through exciting times. I 
hope we can carry to 
Oxford something of what 
we have learned here.’ 

Nicholas Coulton is mar- 
ried to Edith and has three 
children. He succeeds the 
Very Revd Robert Jeffery. 


them as major moral issues,’ 
Bishop Dominic said. 

The official service was on 
Saturday, 5 October at 
Liverpool Anglican Cathedral 
when the preacher was the 
Right Revd James Jones. 
There was also a Service of 
Thanksgiving for Creation 
and Blessing of Animals on 
Sunday 13 October at 3pm at 
All Saints Wokingham. The 
animals were blessed individ- 
ually by the Bishop of 
Reading and the priests at All 
Saints. The annual service at 
Wokingham was started by 
Mrs Marcelle Williams 13 
years ago who is also on the 
committee of ASWA. 

There was also a Service of 
Blessing and Prayers for 
Animals at St John Vianney 
Church, Wantage on 6 
October. The Mayor and 
Mayoress of Wantage were 
present at the service and tea, 
carrots and dog biscuits were 
available after the service! 


Figures from the 
streets at Ark-T 

THE Ark-T Centre and Gallery 
in Cowley, Oxford is showing 
‘Figures from the Streets’, an 
exhibition that ‘puts art to 
work as a tool for social change 
on behalf of homeless people’. 

The show presents works not 
only about, but also by home- 
less people with an account of 
the work being done by local 
charities on their behalf. 

The artist, Alec Worster, 
began work on the homeless 
figures in 1992 when he was 
working in Whitechapel, 
London and encountered 
rough sleepers. 

The Oxford Sleep-Out is on 
23 November raising funds to 
help Oxford’s homeless people. 
You can join in by sleeping-out 
in St Clement’s Churchyard, 
sponsoring a sleeper, or paying 
to sleep in your own bed. 

For more information phone 
Andrew Smith on 0777 3333 728. 


Will you take this 
fire-fighter? 



PASSERS by were con- 
cerned to see two fire 
engines and a host of fire 
fighters parked outside St 
Mary’s Church, Banbury 
recently. 

Knowing that the church 
had recently been redecorat- 
ed there were fears that fire 
had broken out. However, a 
closer examination revealed 
that one of the engines was 
of vintage stock and had 
conveyed Emma Steadman, 
her parents and bridesmaids 
to church just in time for 
Emma’s marriage to 
Firefighter Darryl Nixon. 
The second fire engine was 
on duty and the fire officers 
had to watch the wedding 
from a distance in case of an 
emergency but the crew 
managed to stay long 
enough to see the happy 
couple emerge smiling from 
church. 


Buckingham’s 
is such a site! 

THE Buckingham Parish 
Church web site was one of 
the runners up in the Church 
Times parish web site com- 
petition - the only one listed 
from the Oxford Diocese. It 
was in the first 12 out of 
over 600 entries. 

Robert Tuckei; its designer 
started the web site in 1995, 
learning HTML code from a 
book. SS Peter and Paul’s site 
has grown from church articles 
to a site with a direct focus for 
drawing in potential students 
from the University of 
Buckingham. 

To see the site go to: 

www.buckinghamparishchurch.org.uk 


Churches join Fair Trade Coalition 


OXFORD’S historic Radcliffe 
Square was dominated by a 
20ft-long shipping container on 
the 19 October as part of a 
campaign to help farmers in 
developing countries. The event 
was organised by OXFAM. 

Churches in Oxford are invit- 
ed to share in the fair trade 
campaign. On Friday, 1 
November from 12.30 to 2pm 
at New Road Baptist Church ii\ 
Bonn Square, Christian 


Concern for One World, as part 
of the Oxford Fair Trade 
Coalition, will sponsor a 
lunchtime event. Gioconda 
Perez Arostegu of the Oxford- 
Leon link, will share news about 
the impact of coffee prices on 
people in Nicaragua and the 
importance of fair trade. 

Parishes who need details about this event 
or who would like the OXFAM container to 
visit their area can contact Maranda St 
John Nicolle of CC0W on 01865 874778. 
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Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 


Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 
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People & places 



All in an Area Dean’s bike ride 


THE new Area Dean for the Slough and Burnham Deanery 
used the Historic Churches Sponsored Bike Ride on 14 
September to visit the churches in his deanery. Pictured outside 
the Church of St John the Divine, Eton Wick are (left to right): 
Jo Eden, the Deanery Organiser of the Ride; the Area Dean, 
the Revd Dr David Miell and his Verger, David Jewell. In the 
permitted seven hours they covered 35 miles and visited all but 
seven of his churches and 21 of other denominations en route. 


Three successful graduates 



BY completing their licensed lay ministry training, three more 
Portfolio Students have graduated from Oxford Brookes 
University. They are seen here with the Oxford Diocesan 
Portfolio Team at the graduation ceremony on 21 September. 
From left to right are: the Revd Philip Tovey, Elizabeth Harland 
(Earley), the Revd Joanna Coney, Margaret Bird (Maidenhead), 
Pam Toon (Tilehurst) and the Revd Beren Hartless. 


Shaftesbury’s work goes on 

THE seventh Early of Shaftesbury fought hard for disadvantaged 
people and the work of the The Shaftesbury Society of which he was 
the first president still goes on. As part of the celebrations for the 
Earl’s bicentenary, the Society is holding a reception at Englefield 
House, near Reading, by kind invitation of Sir William and Lady 
Benyon. It is on 20 November and will provide an opportunity to 
hear about Shaftesbury’s church-based community work, some of 
which takes place in Reading. The guest speaker will be Reverend 
Stephen Gaukrogei; senior minister of Gold Hill Baptist Church. 

Details: Norma Ritchie, Shaftesbury Society, 16 Kingston Road, London, SW19 
1JZ Telephone: Q20 8239 5535 or email: nritchie@shaftesburysoc.org.uk 


SNIPPETS 


Double pat on the 
back for small school 

WOOTTON-by-Woodstock 
CE Aided School are celebrat- 
ing two pieces of good news. 
Both the Diocesan 'Section 
23' report into the school's 
moral, spiritual, social and 
cultural welfare and its recent 
0FSTED inspection were lav- 
ish in their praise of the 
school's achievements. The 
reports are all the more out- 
standing given that this village 
school has only 40 pupils. 

Among the reports' conclu- 
sions were that the school has 
a valuable relationship with 
the local church, a clear sense 
of direction. Learning at the 
school, the reports said, is not 
limited to sitting behind a desk 
but enriched by after school 
clubs for wildlife, gardening, 
arts and sports. The Diocesan 
report concluded that 
'Wootton CE School is a well- 
ordered and caring community 
fully supporting each individ- 
ual with consideration, cour- 
tesy and compassion'. 


Love is the lynch pin 

A new lynch gate at St Helen's 
Church in Benson will be offi- 
cially opened by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, 
Hugo Brunner, on Saturday, 2 
November. The wooden gate, 
which will be a permanent 
reminder of the Queen's 
Golden Jubilee, is the brain- 
child of Dr Anne Millar, who 
with the help of many gener- 
ous contributors, raised the 
£11, 000 needed for the pro- 
ject. 'Built by Benson men, the 
gate is a symbol of the 
parish's love and care for all 
people, past, present and 
future,' said Amanda 
Woodward. The gate will be 
officially opened at 11am and 
it is hoped that many Benson 
people will attend. 


Record wedding march 

ON 5 October 1942 a teenage 
organist called Ted Alright 
played for a wedding at St 
Nicholas' Church, Remenham. 
Sixty years later on Saturday 
5 October 2002 he played at a 
special service to celebrate the 


diamond wedding anniversary 
of the same couple George 
and Vera Roberts. The cele- 
bration service was led by the 
Revd David Pritchard, Rector 
of Henley and Remenham and 
the address was given by 
Clifford Challenor, Secretary 
of the Baptist Men's 
Movement. 


Henley lights up 

THE night sky over Henley has 
changed dramatically since 2 
October when new floodlight- 
ing at St Mary's Church was 
switched on by the mayor, Cl Ir 
Mike Owen and other council- 
lors. The town council made a 
grant of £20,000 to the 
£38,000 cost of the flood- 
lighting system which is part 
of the Millennium appeal to 
renovate the church which 
dates back to 1215. The 
appeal's chairman, Sir 
William Barlow, said: 'The end 
result is an all-suffused light 
bathing the walls. From the 
Market Place and Town Hall 
the effect is very sympathetic.' 


File on prayer 

ALL Saint's Chilton and St 
Matthew's, Harwell are 
bound to remember your 
prayer requests. Each church 
has a Prayer File in which can 
be placed requests for prayer 
for people or situations. The 
requests are then taken up 
and prayed for in times of 
prayer held on Saturday 
mornings and sometimes in 
the main services. There is 
also a new Prayer Chain so if 
there are urgent matters for 
prayer these can be circulated 
by phone or email. A further 
development in the two vil- 
lages is that each week they 
pray for one road in each vil- 
lage and already they are 
noticing a difference! 


New PIWM Secretary 

THE Revd Michael Sams has 
retired as Secretary of 
Partnership in World 
Mission.The new Secretary is 
the Revd Margot Hodson, 2 
Edington Place, Wantage, 0X12 
OBN. Telephone 01235 224434. 
Email: margot@hodsons.org 


Star choir says goodbye 
to outstanding director 



THE Oxfordshire village of 
Shipton-under-Wychwood not 
only has a star quality cricket 
team (National 2002 Village 
Champions at Lords), they 
have a star quality church 
choir too thanks to Stewart 
Taylor. But on Sunday, 6 
October at St Mary’s Church, 
Shipton, following a Harvest 
Festival Choral Evensong, 
Stewart Taylor bade farewell 
t® the choir and congregation. 

Stewart had been organist 
and choirmaster for the past 
16 years. Under his direction 
the choir had developed steadi- 
ly and the standard of music 
improved, not only in the 
singing of Communion set- 
tings at Parish Communion, 
but also in singing psalms, can- 
ticles and anthems at Morning 
Prayer and Choral Evensong. 

At the same time the choir 


has excelled itself in the yearly 
music festival in Chipping 
Norton. Away from home 
Stewart’s daughter Katharine 
was one of the first girl choris- 
ters to sing in the choir at 
Salisbury Cathedral. Her 
brother Nicholas followed her, 
and Anna, her sister; is still 
there. The choir has also pro- 
duced choristers to become 
members of other choirs - two 
at Christ Church Cathedral, 
one at New College, one at 
Winchester Cathedral, and one 
to join his brother in London 
at St Paul’s Cathedral. 

In response to a hearty vote 
of thanks, Stewart received a 
cheque and a little liquid 
refreshment to enjoy later; in 
appreciation for all that he has 
given of himself to the building 
up of the choir over the years. 
Stewart replied that being part 
of Shipton has given him so 
much pleasure, and the chil- 
dren were his greatest joy. 

Stewart and his family have 
moved to Hereford where his 
'work has taken him. His suc- 
cessor as music director at 
Shipton is Bernard West who 
has recently moved into the vil- 
lage. He is a former organ 
scholar at Girton College, 
Cambridge. 


Church Army needs our support 


A big thank you to all church- 
es in the Oxford Diocese who 
have supported the work of 
Church Army comes from 
Captain Aidan Webster CA. 
The commitment of Church 
Army has been and will always 
remain, the training of full- 
time evangelists to resource the 
Anglican Communion. 

However, it is crucial that 
Church Army significantly 
increases its voluntary income 
over the next few years so that 
its long and valued ministry 
within the Church continues 
into the future,’ he said. 

‘Our focus is home mission, 
responding to the desperate 
spiritual thirst that exists with- 
in local communities’ says 
Captain Webster. ‘Spiced with 


innovation and creativity, our 
evangelists lead people to the 
side of Christ, from which 
flows life-giving water; in the 
hope that they will discover for 
themselves the sweetness 'of 
His Grace.’ 

Many churches have enjoyed 
using POSADA, an Advent 
resource produced by Church 
Army, which focuses on the 
journey of Mary and Joseph to 
Bethlehem. It encourages con- 
gregations to celebrate more 
meaningfully the season of 
Advent and is an effective mis- 
sion tool says Captain Webster. 
For information about Church Army 
and POSADA contact Captain Aidan 
Webster CA, 22 Sapcote Road, 
Burbage, Hinckley, Leics LE10 2AU. 
Telephone 01455 450683 or email to 
a.webster@churcharmy.org.uk 


ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 

WANTAGE 

WARDEN (DIRECTOR) Attractive salary 

St Katharine’s House, a Christian community of 75 elderly 
residents, seeks a new Warden to run the establishment from 
early in 2003. The successful candidate needs to be a mature, 
well organised and capable administrator with an infinity for, 
and experience of, the elderly. The Warden should have senior 
managerial experience, presence and patience as well as an 
enthusiasm to support the establishment’s Christian ethos. 

Responsible for residents, financial stability, maintenance 
and building works, the Warden will also supervise cleaning, 
catering and all staff matters. 

Before applying please contact Sarah Illingworth at 
C F Appointments 020 7953 1190 or 
enquiries@cfappointments.com 

Closing date: 14 November 2002. 


OLD RAILWAY 
TICKETS 

(Particularly Pre 1 950 
and especially platform) 
wanted for private 
collection. 

lei: 01227 830344 


3rd Millennium Artists 

Artists in Stained Glass 


David Wasley ma.atc.dipad.fmgp. 
Conservator & Restoration Specialist 


o 1 773 7 12 

www.3rdmillenniumartists.co. uk 



Ideal Christmas gifts by mail order. 
For a brochure, 

Tel/fax: 01520 755231 or write to 
The Old Schoolhouse, Arrina, 
Strothcarron, W Ross 1Y54 8XU 
email: schooHiouse@orrino.fsworld.co.uk 


Ir 



St DENYS 
RETREAT CENTRE 

An oasis for prayer and peace 

A running stream and large gardens enclose this 
quiet, comfortable eighteenth-century house 
with its own chapel. We welcome: 

• Church groups 

• Residential Workshops and Conferences 

• Private retreatants 

• Space available on the following retreats: 

Nov 1-3 Open Retreat with Rosemary Tucker 

7-8 "Walk into Quietness” - Sisters' team 
Dec 6-8 Advent Open Retreat with Bishop Donald Arden 
Further information from: 

The Warden, Ivy House, 

2 Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PG 

Tel/Fax: 01985 214824 

Registered Charity No. 233026 


Launde Ahhe 



Leicesrer Diocesan 
ReneaT House and 
Conference Cenme 


NOVEMBER 18th -21 St 

"Broken Bodies' - a 3 day retreat led by Tessa Sowerby, 
well known for her work as a facilitator. 

25th - Pre-Advent Quiet Day led bythe Warden 

DECEMBER 2nd - 3rd 

Reading Breakaway with Professor Tim Gorringe from 
Exeter University leading a seminar based on his book 
"The Built Environment." 

9th - 13th - 'From healing to wholeness' - a training 
week for those interested in the ministry of healing led 
by a team from the Diocese and beyond 
13th - 15th - "Still before Christmas' - 
a retreat led by the Warden. 

Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 
E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 
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Interview. . . 


‘Sell the gospel not just computer equipment’ is what God said to Prue 
Magee nearly seven years ago. In working that out she and her husband have 


God in the life of 

Prue Magee 


I HAVE always been very con- 
scious . of God. My Fathei; a 
Quaker, would pray with^us at 
bedtime and I remember going 
into his room in the morning and 
finding him keeling by his bed- 
side. Confirmed at the age of 14, 
out of duty not conviction, I 
began teaching in Sunday School. 
Feeling that I was only a step 
ahead of these 11 and 12 year 
olds, I started searching for the 
reality of God. 

God given litany 

Shortly after that a group of 
friends formed a youth group 
although we did not have a 
leader as such. We met on 
Saturday evenings to read, talk 
and pray. However, the Holy 
Spirit was not much talked 
about and I had never heard of 
people being healed. 

One Saturday we were work- 
ing on a youth service that our 
vicar had encouraged us to put 
together and we were struggling 
to write a new litany for it. We 
were praying for direction 
when all of a sudden I just felt 
able to sit and write. I know 
now that the Holy Spirit 
inspired it though I didn’t 
understand that at the time and 
only looking back can I say that 
this was when I became Spirit 
filled. The problem in the sixties 
and certainly in the Anglican 
Church was that I was not chal- 
lenged or taught to grow in my 
faith and so I lost it. 

At 21 1 moved to London, into 
a flat which was just across the 
road from a church with a 
cracked bell which rang for four 
services every Sunday morning. I 
could not stay in bed and ignore 
it. I used to go, clad in jeans and 
t-shirt, unheard of in the sixties. 


when you dressed for church par- 
ticularly as the majority of the 
congregation were West Indian 
and dressed immaculately. 
However they were totally 
accepting. 


I met my husband, Stephen, 
when I was 22 and 18 months 
later we married and moved to 
Bracknell where for a time we 
lodged with my Aunt, a won- 
derful committed Christian, 
who encouraged us to attend 
church with her and occasional- 
ly we even went! Eventually we 
moved, with Stephen’s job, to 
near Winchester, my home 
town, where God ensured our 
neighbours were committed 
Christians. They used to take 


us to their home group despite 
the fact that Stephen and I 
posed difficult questions. They 
lovingly answered them and 
encouraged us to grow in our 
faith. Occasionally we would 


go to church but God was still 
not important in our lives. We 
moved on to Kent and again 
God gave us people commit- 
ted to bringing us to the truth 
of who He is. 

In the end God lost patience 
with us and threw us out to 
Hamburg. This was a real wilder- 
ness experience. We did not 
understand the language or the 
culture. Our children, Kate, Giles 
and Ed were seven, five and near- 
ly three when we went. During 



been involved in planning and financing New Hope, a 
church plant from Greyfriars in Reading. Prue's life is a 
example of how God can make an ordinary life extraordi- 
nary through obedience to Him. 


our first year there, a Christian 
friend died of cancer We had 
seen her at Christmas shortly 
before she died when she knew 
she was dying but had total peace 
about it. I knew then that I want- 
ed what she had so I said to 
Stephen, ‘I want to go to church’. 
That was the start of our journey 
back to faith and Christianity. 

The journey back 

We started to go the Church 
of St Thomas a Becket - the 
Anglican Church in 
Hamburg. It had an enor- 
mous sense of community, 
which was, I think, what 
really drew us. We became 
family for each other. 

We knew that we needed to 
study so we asked the Vicar 
to start a home group. He 
was not enthusiastic so, 
because we knew that we 
were being disobedient to 
God if we did not, we started 
one ourselves. There were 
four of us, all brand new 
Christians and there was no 
one to teach or lead us. We 
had the Bible and could only 
read it, question it, and pray. 
We existed like that for a 
year until a couple, who were 
mature Christians joined the 
church and the group, and 
taught and encouraged us. 

More of the Holy Spirit 

It was there we heard more 
about the Holy Sprit and leamt 
to accept his gifts. One day I was 
desperate and had run out of 
words in which to pray so asked 
God for the gift of tongues. I 
heard him say ‘Ask Lyn’ - the 
mature lady in the group. So she 
prayed for me and I spoke in 
tongues for the first time. 

In 1988 we came back to 
England and to Reading. Once 
again our next-door neigh- 
bours were Christians and they 


suggested we should go to 
Greyfriars Church. We went, 
but we did not like it! We had 
come from a high Anglican 
Church with Communion 
every Sunday and sung liturgy 
to Greyfriars who had commu- 
nion once a month and no sung 
liturgy! But God has a purpose 
and kept us there until His pur- 
pose was outworked. 

In 1995 I was working as a 
salesman and heard God say: ‘If 
you can sell worthless bits of 
computer equipment, you can 
sell the Gospel’. At that time there 
was a mission in Reading called 
Thames Valley Alive and Jeff 
Whatdey, our curate, was head- 
ing up the central Reading team 
and encouraged me to get 
involved. Suddenly I found 
myself being trained for door to 
door evangelism, the last thing I 
ever wanted. I loved it and in 
time joined the parish visiting 
team and developed a heart for 
the parish. 

In September of that year, 
Jonathan Wilmot became the 
new vicar of Greyfriars and 
invited me to become his PA, 
a role I fulfilled for the next 
six and half years. One day, 
in his post was an invitation 
to a meeting held at St Paul’s 
URC, a church in the heart of 
our parish. It had been built 
100 years earlier in a thriving 
community but now had an 
aging congregation. Eventually 
the decision was made to close 
the church and sell the land. 
Praying for the parish during a 

Photograph hy Frank Blackwell 
Interview by Jemimah Wright 

quiet day I heard God say ‘You 
do it’. So I phoned my husband 
to suggest we bought and rede- 
veloped the site. 

This is now New Hope. A build- 


ing to put a centre in the commu- 
nity; five houses, let at low rents, 
to help young Christians get onto 
the property ladder and a plant 
from Greyfriars. Still very much in 
its infancy, a group meet to pray 
for the area and to do a survey of 
the locality to find out the needs. 
An after school club has started 
and it is hoped other communi- 
ty activities will start very short- 
ly to fulfil the vision to have a 
place where people can meet 
and where they can hear about 
the love of Jesus through such 
things as Alpha. Until the needs 
of people are met and they have 
sense of belonging we cannot 
expect them to believe. 

Reading’s core of prayer 

Reading is an amazing town 
with prayer at its core. Some 
40 pastors meet weekly to 
pray. This is the fruit. A girl 
dreamed about a man called 
Steve who went to ‘Friar’ 
church. She woke up and 
remembered it but didn’t 
know what to do. The 
Reading Chronicle wrote a 
testimony about a guy called 
Steve who went on an Alpha 
course in prison. The girl, 
reading the article, felt she 
had to meet Steve so went to 
Greyfriars, which the article 
mentioned, and although 
Steve wasn’t there, met with 
some other staff members. 
They prayed with her. She 
bought a Bible and is coming 
on Alpha because she is sure 
God is speaking to her. 

And now... 

God continues to speak to us 
today. So having opened New 
Hope I am taking six months 
out to rest and to hear from 
Him and what He wants me 
to do with the next phase of 
my life. 



w*us 


Ordination Stoles 


and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
, . , F rontals and Banners. 

m r01 Traditional and contemporary 

for worship, designs made to commission. 

Ceremony and Embroidery repairs undertaken. 
Celebration Plain and embroidered 

Please contact : ★ New Address ★ a ^ ar ^ inen ■ 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 3 Walnut Drive, 
Maids Moreton, Buckingham MK18 IQ) 

Tel: 01280 816055 


Career coaching 
To help you to find 

♦ an employer who values you and your skills 

♦ more rewarding and interesting work 

♦ improved career prospects 

Susan Turnbull BSc FCIPD 
32 Woodgreen 
Witney, Oxon 0X28 1DJ 
Tel/fax: 01993 703596 
e-mail: smht2@tutor.open.ac.uk 


theChristian 

• 

For a FREE copy of this 
quarterly journal send your 
name and address to: 

COUNSELLOR 

‘a unique forum for the discussion of counselling 
problems within a Biblical context’ 

Rev Selwyn Hughes, CWR,Waverley Abbey 

‘a valuable resource in counselling and care’ 

Rev Russ Parker, Acorn Christian Healing Trust 

The Christian Counsellor, 

P0 Box 2667, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN2I IRY, 
phone:OI323 647195 
or e-mail: freesample@ 
christiancounsellor.com 


HOME FROM HOME 

The College of St Barnabas provides two room flatlets 
with en-suite facilities for retired clergy and their wives. 
Readers and Licensed Lay Workers. 

There are two Chapels a Library and a Common Room 
Three meals a day are served in the refectory, laundry 
and room-cleaning are included in the fee. 

The College is adjacent to Dormans Railway Station 
from which there are frequent trains to London. Cars 
take residents to nearby East Grinstead on two morning 
a week. Medical facilities are available on site. 

Further information is available on our web site 
collofstbarnabas@aol.com or from The Warden, 
College of St Barnabas, Lingfleld RH7 6NJ 
Applications for vacancies are welcome 

Telephone: 01342 870260 

Registered Charity Number 205220 


Is your church planning 
to start making new 
kneelers, if so I can 
stretch and straighten 
your canvases, sew them 
up, and fill them with 91b 
of chip foam cut to size. 

Call Jacquie for a very 
competitive price. 


61 Nethercote Road, Tackley, Kidlington, 
Oxford 0X5 3AT 

Tel: 01869 331502 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 
jriffcyr • FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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Help the Children’s Society stand up for children 


Christingle 
Services 
help to 
support the 
Children’s 
Society work. 
Beth Read 
writes about 
some of the 
ways in 
which their 
work is making 
a difference 
to children in 
the Oxford 
Diocese. 


THE Children’s Society is a vol- 
untary organisation of the 
Church of England and has 
been campaigning for children’s 
rights since 1881. Today The 
Children’s Society has grown 
into one of Britain’s most inno- 
vative children’s charities with 
over 100 projects. 

The Children’s Society has sup- 
porters in parishes throughout 
the country whose prayers and 
donations make a genuine dif- 
ference to the lives of some of the 
UK’s most vulnerable children 
and young people. These include 
young runaways living in danger 
on the streets, teenagers in trou- 
ble with the law, and children, 
some still at primary school, 
who face exclusion. 

In the Oxford Diocese, The 
Children’s Society has three 
projects working to help local 
children in very different ways. 

West Oxford: School 
Inclusion Project 

The project works in four local 
schools helping children who 
have been excluded, or are at risk 
of being excluded. The schools 
refer students experiencing diffi- 
culties and The Children’s 
Society’s workers support them 
at home and at school to enable 
them to continue their education. 
A new area of work is with 
refugee children in one of the 
upper schools. There are 30 asy- 



lum seeking students, 20 of 
whom arrived unaccompanied 
in the country, and they face 
immense integration and lan- 
guage difficulties. The youngest 
unaccompanied asylum seeker 
arrived alone in Oxford at 12 
years old. Student volunteers 
provide invaluable language 
and reading support and have 
been very well received by the 
youngsters. 

FACT: 2 million school days a 
year are lost due to exclusion 
and only 14% of those excluded 
from secondary school are rein- 
tegrated into mainstream school. 
ACTION: We were the first 
to develop programmes in 
schools to prevent exclusion. 


Witney: the Western 

Corner Project 

Western Corner, based in 
Witney, is a community pro- 
ject for children and young 
people with learning disabili- 
ties from west Oxfordshire. 
The project runs a wide range 
of play and leisure activities, 
as well as providing informa- 
tion and support to parents. 

The project’s staff also pro- 
vides individual support to 
the children, enabling them 
to participate in their local 
community and take part in 
activities like Guides and 
Cubs and after school clubs. 

For more information about The 
Children's Society's work or to order 
a Christingle information pack 
please call the Children's Society on 
0845 300 1128. Beth Read has 
been working for The Children's 
Society for two and a half years and 
is the Community Fundraising 
Manager for the Oxford Diocese. 

Groups are run for young carers 
and siblings, who also need sup- 
port. At these meetings they are 
able to share their problems, relax 
and take part in activities. 

Milton Keynes: Family 

Support Project 

The Children’s Society’s Milton 
Keynes project has been running 


for over 25 years and helps fami- 
lies work together to find solu- 
tions to problems. The 
Children’s Society believes that 
the best place for a child is with 
their families, unless they are at 
risk of harm. 

This year the project has 
expanded from Coffee Hall to 
open a new project on the Lakes 
Estate. Parents have access to 
health visitors, adult education 
classes and support networks. At 
any one time 60 children are 
helped through the dedicated 
support of the project workers. 
FACT: An estimated one in three 
children live in poverty in our 
country. 3.3 million are in house- 
holds with below half the average 
national income. 

ACTION 

We were the first to run 
open-to-all family centres in 
areas of greatest deprivation. 


All about Christingle 

From Advent to Candlemass, 
Christingle services (see picture 
below) in aid of The Children’s 
Society take place across the 
country. Last year more than 
£l million was raised through 
these services that run from 
November to February. 

The Children’s Society’s 
Christingle celebration is special 
for many reasons. The service is 
a celebration of light, the light 
of Christ’s love, and helps you 
to reach children in desperate 
need of a helping hand. 

Please help the work of The 
Children’s Society by support- 
ing your parish’s Christingle 
service. The Revd David Jones, 
of Staindrop, Co. Durham said 
‘The church is always full for 
our Christingle. Not only are 
we sharing the Gospel message 
but we are helping the poorest 
children in our society too.’ 



Breaking the silence 

The International Day of Awareness of Violence against Women is on 25 November. With 
this in mind Mary Gilson writes about domestic violence and the Church's response to it 


ON average two women are 
killed every week in domestic 
violence incidents in the 
United Kingdom. Eighty one 
per cent are female victims 
attacked by men, eight per 
cent are male victims attacked 
by women. In 90% of domes- 
tic violence incidents children 
are in the same or next room 
(Source: Magistrates 

Association). 

The role of the Church 

The recommendations of a 
two year research project on 
domestic violence ‘The Way 
Forward’ were accepted by 
the Methodist Conference in 
June. One speaker said ‘the 
research suggests that there is 
an important role for the 
Church to play, and that as a 
Church and as Christian peo- 
ple we need to understand, 
learn and do more.’ 

The Diocese of Oxford has 
a working group ‘Church 
Action on Domestic Violence’ 
which produced guide lines 
for churches a year ago. This 
event is a joint venture with 
Rosemary Peirce as a member 
of the planning team. 

As a response, network 
members in the Oxford area 
are organising a day on the 
issues entitled ‘Breaking the 
Silence’, at Rose Hill 
Methodist Church, Oxford 
on Saturday 30 November 
from 10am to 4pm. Th: 
Revd Alison Tomlin, District 
Chairman, will introduce the 
subject and there will be 
speakers from Victim Support 
and Women’s Aid. Members 
of the Anglican group will 
also be present to share the 


work which they have been 
doing on this issue. The day 
will include a dramatic pre- 
sentation, time for questions, 
group activity and reflection. 
Personal testimonies witness 
to the extent of domestic vio- 
lence in society within church 
membership, though many 



people are reluctant to talk 
about it or to report it and 
people do not always want to 
see and hear. A woman sur- 
vivor contributed a moving 
article ‘From Victim to 
Survivor’ to Magnet , the mag- 
azine produced by the 
Women’s Network of the 
Methodist Church. She wrote 
‘As a wife my life was worth 
nothing. My self esteem was 
chipped away from day one. 
The things that as an adult I 
had taken for granted became 
non-existent. I had no idea 
what was in the bank and had 
to ask for any money I need- 
ed, despite bringing in a 
salary each month. With my 
diminishing self esteem the 
person I was also diminished 
until all but the inner, very 
private me became invisible. I 
worked hard to become the 
person my husband wanted 
me to be. I was tossed to and 


fro between his changing 
moods, but had no chance of 
doing the right thing because 
what he wanted changed so 
frequently and I had no way 
of knowing what the rule of 
the day was. The first day I 
raised my voice to my hus- 
band, he hit me and said ‘no 
one shouts at me in my home.’ 
It was my home too, but this 
was indicative of how little 
importance my life now had. 

Grievous bodily harm 

‘The incidents of violence 
changed from small acts of 
spitefulness to acts of violence 
that amounted to a charge of 
grievous bodily hard with 
intent. From the day I left, a 
very battered, bruised 
woman, physically, emotion- 
ally and spiritually, my life 
took a different turn and very 
gradually I have begun to re- 
emerge...! still live in fear but 
that is outweighed by God’s 
love and care for me.’ 

Join us on 30 November to 
explore these issues and to see 
in what ways our churches 
can respond. 

Mary Gilson 

More details on the ‘ Breaking the 
Silence’ event on 30 November 
from from Rosemary Peirce , 8 
Burwell Meadow ; Witney 0X28 
SJQ (01993) 200103 or 
martin@peirce.fslife. co.uk 


Living without fear 

4 An opportunity to reflect 
on violence in the home ' 

on Sunday 24 November at 
6pm at St Laurence Church, 
Warborough. 


FOR PEOPLE WHO TAKE THE CHURCH SERIOUSLY 
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The fearsome threshold of war 


JACK STRAW 

has said that the 
threat of force 
against Saddam 
Hussein will 
make the actual 
use of force less 
likely. That’s 
probably so. But 
if the threat is to 
be effective Saddam Hussein 
must actually believe it 
would be carried out: and, 
on this policy, it might have 
to be carried out. 

If this happens many 
Christians will be presented 
with a grave dilemma. Both 
the Episcopal Church in the 
USA and the House of 
Bishops in this country are 
united in believing that, on 
present evidence, military 
action against Iraq could not 
be justified. Saddam Hussein 
is an evil tyrant who has 
stocks of biological weapons 
and who is certainly trying 
to acquire a nuclear capacity 
and the means of delivering 
it. But a policy of deterrence 
and containment has 
worked for the last ten 
years. There is nothing new 
now that would justify 
crossing the fearsome 


threshold of 
war with its 
potentially dis- 
astrous conse- 
quences for the 
whole of the 
Middle East 
and in the cer- 
tain knowledge 
that there 
would be very heavy civilian 
casualties. Yet, if there is 
military action our own 
troops are likely to be 
engaged and there would, 
understandably, be very 
strong pressure to support 
them; and certainly not to 
do or say anything that 
would make their task more 
difficult. 

We should not accept that 
war is inevitable - however 
likely some people believe it 
to be. We should continue to 
pray, ardently, that Saddam 
Hussein will implement the 
UN resolutions without the 
use of force and that there 
will be a wider settlement in 
the Middle East bringing an 
end to the tragic conflict 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

$0 Ox* 



FROM THE 
BISHOP 
OF OXFORD 


November appointments 


The Revd Mark Adams, Assistant 
Curate, Skegby, Southwell to be 
Associate Minister, St Mary's 
Bletchley; The Revd Jonathan 
Baker, Vicar of the Most Holy 
Trinity and St Mark Reading, to be 
Principal of Pusey House; The Revd 
Cameron Butland, Team Rector of 
Witney and Area Dean of Witney to 
cease being Area Dean of Witney. 
The Revd Adam Carlill, Vicar of 
Tylehurst St George to be also 
Priest in Charge of Tilehurst St 
Mary Magdalen; The Revd David 
Childs, Assistant Curate, Bloxham 
w. Milcombe and S. Newington to be 
Team Vicar Witney Team Ministry; 
The Revd Charles Draper, Rector 
Chinnor w. Sydenham and 
Emmington, Aston Rowant and 
Crowell to be Priest in Charge of 
Faringdon w. Little Coxwell; The 
Revd Tim Edge, Team Vicar, Witney 
Team Ministry to be Assistant 
Chaplain, HMP Bullingdon; The 
Revd Rodney Holder to be Priest- 
in-Charge of The Claydons; The 
Revd Anne Holmes, LLM Chaplain 
Somerville College, Oxford to be 


Chaplain at Headington School, 
Oxford; The Revd Dr Simon Jones, 
Curate, Tewkesbury w Walton 
Cardiff and Twyning to be Fellow 
and Chaplain of Merton College, 
Oxford; The Revd Caroline King, 
Curate, Wheatley Team Ministry to 
be Assistant Priest House-for-duty 
NSM; The Revd Elias Polomski, 
Priest in Charge Streatley w. 
Moulsford to be Priest in Charge, 
Streatley; The Revd Matthew 
Reed, Team Vicar, Marlow Bottom, 
to be Head of Team, Christian Aid, 
London and SE; The Revd Stuart 
Richards, Assistant Curate Reading 
All Saints to be Senior Assistant 
Priest, St Alphee, Solihull; The 
Revd Janet Rushton, Curate, 
Putney St Mary to be Priest-in- 
Charge, St Michael's Summertown 
in the Ecumenical Parish of 
Wolvercote w. Summertown The 
Revd Matthew Sleeman, Assistant 
Curate Eynsham and Cassington to 
be Theological Secretary to the 
Latimer Trust; The Revd Peter 
Strutt, NSM Oxford has 'permission 
to officiate'. 


Am I my brother's keeper? 

Prisons Week starts on 17 November when we remember prisoners and their victims. Restorative justice brings the two together 
often with remarkable results. Jon Steel explains how the principles of RJ can be applied in schools and other communities. 

THERE is a lot of debate at the 
moment about the effective- 
ness of imprisonment as a form 
of punishment and reform. But 
there is also a wider debate 
going on about the effective- 
ness of punishment in general, 
and its value as a means by 
which justice is done. 

Restorative justice has gained 
a stronger position in the last 
five years with its inclusion in 
various criminal justice 
reforms. 

Is it just a fad? 

So are there any real benefits to 
this new idea, or is it just the 
latest fad? For victims of crime 
this process gives them a voice 
that has been more or less lost 
in the traditional court process. 

They are able to express the 
effects a crime has had, and 
also to ask questions of the 
person responsible. This gener- 
ally gives victims a much 
greater sense of satisfaction 
and reduces their fear. 

Being faced with the human 
consequences of their actions is 
not an easy way out for offend- 
ers. To take that on board, and 
then to try to put things right is 
a very powerful experience. As 
well as developing awareness 
of others and the consequences 
of actions, a restorative process 
can help offenders take more 
responsibility for themselves. 

For all those involved, RJ 
improves people’s chances of 
moving on after a crime and of 
regaining a sense of control 
over their lives. While debates 
and research continue into the 
effectiveness of RJ at reducing 
reoffending rates, the other 
benefits to both victims and 
offenders should be reason 
enough to encourage its more 
widespread use. 

The wider picture 
Because RJ is about repairing 
harm rather than applying suit- 
able punishment, the principles 
are applicable to many other 
situations such as in schools. 

From Thames Valley Police’s 
early work in Drayton School, 

Banbury, interest has spread to 
the point where the LEA are 
hoping to develop RJ in school 
communities. 

Oxford Youth Works current- 
ly offers a service to two 
Oxford schools to run restora- 



two pupils could be dealt with 
by arranging a meeting 
between them, their parents 
and any staff concerned. In the 
meeting everyone is allowed to 
tell what happened and how 
they were affected by it (the 
effect being much more than 
any physical damage alone). 
The offender is thus brought 
face to face with the harm he 
has caused. If he takes this on 
board he can then take respon- 
sibility for making amends in 
some way. If everyone agrees 
an outcome (including how 
things might be in the future), 
the incident is left at that, with- 
out the need for any further 
(potentially counterproduc- 
tive) punishment. 

With full staff training, a 
restorative approach - whether 
a formal conference or an 
informal use of the techniques 
and principles - can be used by 
anyone to deal with incidents 
from some nasty words in the 
classroom to exclusion cases. 
The ultimate aim is a whole 
school that is responding to all 
forms of harm in a restorative 
way. This is when a real impact 
can be made on young people’s 
experience and understanding 
of justice and conflict. Of 
course this can also be done in 
youth clubs, families, compa- 
nies, or even church meetings! 


themselves and each other in 
new ways. 

Not an easy process 

RJ is not an easy process as it 
depends on people feeling safe 
enough to face and communi- 
cate very strong emotions, and 
to take responsibility for their 
part in the past and the future. 
People must also be able to 
develop the explicit skills and 
knowledge to do this for them- 
selves. I am trying to do this 
with a group of young people 
in Oxford, to help them 
become peacemakers. It is a 
long and slow process because 
of their past experiences and 
also the attitude of the world 
around them. But this project 
is growing to include more 
users of the local community 
centre. One day we may even 
see RJ spread among all those 
who have a direct impact on 
young people’s lives. 

My brother^ keeper? 
We are responsible not just for 
our brothers but for all our 
neighbours. RJ helps us put 
this into practice. If you are 
interested, you can encourage 
restorative processes in your 
own family, church, company, 
school or youth group. You 
can apply to join a youth 
offender panel where members 
of the public help young 
offenders to accept responsibil- 


tive conferences (face to face 
meetings) for them. These can 
be used to deal with harm 
(such as bullying, damage, or 
fights)* as an alternative to 
exclusion, or as a means of rein- 
tegrating an excluded pupil. 

For example, a fight between 


As a youth worker my interest 
is in seeing young people grow 
and be the best they can. RJ 
can affirm and include every- 
one, and what starts as a way 
to treat people who do 
‘wrong’, can end up with peo- 
ple taking responsibility for 


ity for what they have done; or 
even, if you are a victim of 
crime and feel able to do so, 
make the police aware of your 
willingness to be involved in 
restorative justice. This way we 
may start to take more respon- 
sibility for each other and may 
ultimately reduce our need to 
put people in prison. 

Jon Steel has been doing youth work in 
Oxford for nine years in many different 
settings but always with young people 
beyond the Church's normal range of con- 
tacL For the past three years he has been 
involved in Restorative Justice and the 
main focus of his work is now encourag- 
ing and developing its use in all parts of 
the community. If you would like to know 
more about Restorative Justice or what 
Oxford Youth Works does you can contact 
him on 01865 204646, or Jo Saunders 
at Church House on 01865 208213. 


The principles of 
Restorative Justice 

Restorative Justice is a different 
w,ay of seeking justice and dealing 
with crime. It commonly involves 
bringing victims and offenders 
together and giving them the oppor- 
tunity to communicate in a way that 
is not possible in the traditional crim- 
inal justice system. There are many 
techniques and methods used to 
achieve this but they all share some 
common principles and goals: 

• Crime is seen primarily as 
affecting the lives and relation- 
ships of the individuals involved 
rather than the state - it is a 
question of causing harm rather 
than breaking laws. 

• The primary goal is to 
repair the harm caused by crime, 
rather than the traditional criminal ' 
justice goal of finding a suitable 
punishment for a crime. 

• Victims and others who have 
been affected by a crime (including 
friends and family of both victims 
and offenders) are able to start to 
address their needs by talking about 
the effect it has had on them, usually 
face to face with an offender. 

• Offenders who have admitted 
their guilt, recognise and take 
responsibility for the harm they 
have caused, and then make good 
that harm in some way. 

• All those involved in the process 
agree on the outcome - what an 
offender should do to repair the 
harm (more symbolic than an 
equivalent financial repayment). 

• Participation is voluntary for all 
involved if the restorative process is 
to best achieve its goals - an offend- 
er may choose this as an alternative 
to a usual punishment route. 
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Our magnificent country house set in a 12 acre 
private estate offers the perfect venue for 
renewal and relaxation 

Pilgrim Hall is an ideal venue for groups - 
... a church break - offering time for renewal and 
fellowship in a peaceful relaxed atmosphere. 

... an Alpha course. 

... Day conferences. 

Excellent food and friendly service. 
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1 Why not come to our Autumn Retreat 
Monday 14th - Friday 18th October 
aBB>r An opportunity for Bible study in the 
morning and then either relax in the peaceful 
surroundings at Pilgrim hall or venture out and 
enjoy the beautiful autumnal countryside. 
Excellent cuisine. 

Full board from Monday afternoon tea to Friday 
breakfast £1 55 per person. f _ 

Supplement for ensuite twin and 
double room £25 


For a FREE copy of our 2003 Diary, or to discuss your 
requirements, please contact us at Pilgrim Hall Christian 
Hotel & Conference Centre, Easons Green, Uckfield, East 
Sussex TN22 5RE 

Tel: 01825 840295 Fax: 01825 840017 

Email: pilghall@aol.com www.pilgrimhall.com 
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Analysis 


to the editor 


What on earth is Cursillo? 


OXFORD is one 

Diocese that 
does not yet 
have the benefit 
of Cursillo, a 
statement likely 
to provoke a ‘so 
what!’ reaction 
from the majori- 
ty of people who 
have never even 
heard . of 

Cursillo! 

Cursillo is a 
movement of the 
Church, provid- 
ing a method by 
which Christians are 
empowered to grow 
through prayer, study and 
action and enabled to share 
God’s love with everyone. 
Its aim is to enable people to 
bloom where they are plant- 
ed, to live out their bap- 
tismal vows on a day to day 
basis, whether in the 
church, the family, the 
neighbourhood or at work. 

Involvement in Cursillo 
generally starts with a three- 
day weekend and the pre- 
sentation team comprises a 
mix of clergy and laity. 
Participants listen to and 
discuss a series of short talks 
on Christian living, hear 
Bible-based meditations, 
eat, sing and worship 
together. 

The three-day weekend is 
just the start. It is followed 
by the ‘Fourth Day’ - the 
rest of your life. So many 
courses and retreats stand 
by themselves, with no sup- 
port mechanism to make 
sure that the message sticks. 
Cursillo is different. 
Through regular groups of 
three or four people (‘group 
reunions’) and larger area or 
diocesan gatherings 

(‘ultreyas’), we gain encour- 
agement by comparing 
notes on our life of prayer, 
study and action.’ 


The Revd 
Angela Linton 
takes up the the 
theme: ‘It is 

almost impossi- 
ble to describe 
Cursillo further. 
Like any 

encounter with 
God it is an 
experience and 
one which plays 
a significant part 
in the journey of 
faith.’ She goes 
on: ‘Let go and 
let God is a 
major theme of the weekend 
and this is made possible by 
being encouraged, supported 
and surrounded by love and 
prayer. Many people have 
discovered their full potential 
through Cursillo, and the 
mission of the church is a 
major beneficiary.’ 

Cursillo started in Spain in 
the 1940s and spread rapid- 
ly all over the world. The 
Anglican form reached the 
United Kingdom about 20 
years ago, and it is already a 
feature of 35 dioceses 
throughout the Church of 
England, the Church in 
Wales and the Scottish 
Episcopal Church. 

Preparations to introduce 
Cursillo to the Oxford 
Diocese are under way. This 
is something that can only 
happen with the consent 
and the support of the 
Bishops, and it is a process 
which takes several years. In 
the meantime, we continue 
our group reunions and 
ultreyas, both of which are 
open to all. 

Matthew Caminer is a member of 
the Church of SS Peter and 
Andrew, Old Windsor. The next 
ultreya takes place at Goring 
Community Centre on Saturday, 16 
November, starting at 10:30am and 
finishing with a bring-and-share lunch. 
Details: Roger Nias: 01491 874227 
or roger@nias.freeserve.co.uk 



by Matthew 
Caminer 


Israel’s legitimate claims to land • anything he can do she can mostly do • the year of 
our Lord comes under threat • and a plea from a disillusioned cyclist 


Blinded to the truth 

Judith Davies in her letter 
(Sept DOOR) has been 
allowed to disseminate Arab 
propaganda, not facts. 

In 1922 the British 
Government had every inten- 
tion of creating a Jewish State 
in all of ‘Palestine’. But Arab 
terrorist attacks on the British 
troops led to the formation of 
Transjordan by Churchill on 
75% of the Jewish Homeland; 
the first ‘Land for Peace’ deal; 
intended to divide the remain- 
ing 25% of ‘Palestine’ into 
Jewish and Arab States. The 
Arabs rejected this and went 
to wan The war ended with an 
armistice and was fought 
again in 1956, 1967 and 
1973, each time ending with 
an armistice or cease-fire. In 
each war, forced upon Israel 
by Arabs intent on policide if 
not genocide, the land which 
was won in that defensive war 
is legitimately held by Israel 
under international law. There 
are no ‘occupied territories*. 
UN resolution 242 was clear 
about this. ‘Occupation’ is just 
another ‘Big Lie.’ 

People who claim that Jews 
should not live in Judea, 
Samaria or Gaza are either 
politically motivated or anti- 
Semites. After all, Jesus was a 
Judean and lived in Judea. 
There was no region called 
Palestine until the end of the 
first century AD and that was 
a Roman name coined from 
the Philistines who briefly occu- 
pied the coast to the south, but 
they were Aegeans (Greek). 
The Arabs are late-comers to 
the region. The so called 
‘Palestinian Arabs’ mostly came 
to the Land of Israel in the 
1920’s when the Jews began to 
make the land prosper after 
centuries of neglect following 
the Balfour declaration. 

How can any Christian be 
blinded to the truth when the 
Bible is clear about the owner- 
ship of Israel and Gods pur- 
pose for the Jews in that land? 
Philip Moran 
Windsor 


Women can fix &rt-bi£)s 

I was amazed and somewhat 
perturbed to see a very old fash- 
ioned and unhelpful attitude 
towards single women being put 
forward in an article ‘Singleness, 
a problem for the Church?’ in 
the September DOOR . It sug- 
gests that ‘a rota of men should 
be available week by week to 
carry out tasks a single women 
might not manage, from fixing 
shelves to replacing light bulbs.’ 
This is an astonishing put- 
down of single women! We are 
normally capable of anything a 
man or a married woman can 
tackle, provided infirmity or dis- 
ability has not robbed us of our 
normal skills. This applies to 
men as well as women, and if 
we don’t happen to have a prac- 
tical outlook on things mechani- 
cal and electrical, then we can 
do a ‘reciprocal trade’ arrange- 
ment where we do the things we 
are good at and swap skills for 
the rest! Equal Opportunities 
and Equal Attitudes go together! 
Miss Caroline Cayzer, 

Eynsham, Oxford 

PS The fact that I am a single 
female Chartered Mechanical 
Engineer is not the main 
point of the argument! 


A harvest of water 

I would like to thank the 
churches all over the UK 
who gave so generously to 
WaterAid’s Harvest Appeal 
2001. The appeal raised 
£70,000. It has helped com- 
munities throughout Africa 
and Asia to improve their own 
water supplies and build 
hygienic latrines through self- 
help schemes using sustainable 
technologies. 

Water Aid has once again 
launched a Church Harvest 
Appeal. If you are able to help 
this year I can assure you your 
efforts will have an enormous 
impact on the lives of the 
world’s poorest people. For 
more information contact Ryna 
on 0207 793 4551 or email 
churches@wateraid.org.uk. 
Ravi Narayanan 
Director, Water A id 


Anno Domini 

I write in support of all 
Christians and to alert us to 
the sly attack that is always 
present but shows itself in 
this case upon our nation’s 
children. 

As a teacher of technical sci- 
ence I was made aware of a sly 
introduction to school chil- 
dren’s mathematics recendy. I 
had read in the newspaper 
some two years ago an article 
saying that the BC and AD 
were to removed because a 
‘politically correct’ alternative 
had been created to please all 
faiths. Like most Christians I 
saw this as a piece of fabrica- 
tion that was more likely the 
work of the newspapers to gen- 
erate more sales. However in 
schools the words BCE ‘before 
common era’ replacing ‘Before 
Christ’ and CE ‘common era’ 
replacing ‘Anno Domini’ have 
already been introduced. The 
reference in time has not been 
changed so why have our 
terms BC and AD been eradi- 
cated? What benefit is this to 
anyone? I have spoken to 
many children and they say 
these new terms are confusing 
and all - including other faiths 
- were happy with the BC and 
AD. One can only come to the 
conclusion that this is the work 
of anti-Christians eager to 
impose their authority on soci- 
ety and to extinguish any refer- 
ence to Christ our Lord. 
Christians, particularly clergy 
on educational governing 
boards, please see that this is 
not accepted. If we are true 
Christians should we not 
uphold this reference to the 
Lord for our children’s sake? 
Ray Crossman 
Reading 


Cyclists not welcome 

I took part in this year’s 
CRoW, the Berkshire 
Churches’ Trust sponsored 
Cycle, Ride or Walk on 14 
September. The aim of the 
event is to visit as many 
churches as possible during the 
day; the money collected is 


divided equally between one’s 
own church and the Trust. I 
quote from the promotional 
material: 

‘Every church likes to wel- 
come its visitors, and the 
Trust hopes that all the 
churches in the county as well 
as those in adjacent counties 
will be open and manned for 
at least most of the day, with 
a welcome notice and sign-in- 
form prominently displayed 
at other times.’ 

Sadly I am writing to 
express my disappointment 
with the level of participation 
and support of the 16 church- 
es I visited in Berkshire. Only 
four were listed as manned 
and offering refreshments 
and/or toilets. In fact only one 
of these (my own church of St 
George in Owlsmoor) was 
actually manned and offering 
the services promised. One 
other had provided bottles of 
water. A few of the others 
had left a sign-in form out- 
side, but the majority were 
locked and deserted. 

In previous years I have 
taken part in the Oxon and 
Worcs versions of CRoW. 
Every village church no mat- 
ter how remote had at the 
very least a sign-in form and 
water; while the vast majority 
were manned and offering 
tea, coffee, biscuits and mini- 
guided tours of the churches. 
This made an excellent day out 
in accord with the declared 
aims of CRoW. This year; 
while I raised some money and 
had a good cycle ride, I found 
it sadly depressing. 

The Berkshire Churches 
Trust is an important source 
of funding which I know my 
church has benefited from in 
the past. This year’s CRoW in 
our area will have done noth- 
ing to stimulate interest in the 
cause and has probably even 
done it some harm. I hope 
that next year we will be able 
to encourage a much higher 
level of participation. 

Sue O’Hare 
Owlsmoor 



GAristmas Concert? 

Use the December Issue of The Door 
to advertise your festive event. 

Call: 01527 892945 Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 




Care Home (16 Bedrooms) 
With Nursing (20 Bedrooms) 




Qualified staff with 24 hour care. 
Pleasant rooms for single occupancy 
or married couple 

★ LIFT ★ CALL BELLS 
★ EN-SUITES 

Comfortable rooms at sensible prices 


(01608) 658233 


Station Road, Kingham, Oxon 


Support local wildlife 

Become a member of the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
& OxfordshireWildlife Trust (BBOWT) 
from just £2 a month. 

Call 01865 775476 for more information 
or visit our website www.bbowt.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 204330 


BBOWT is one of 47 Wildlife Trusts across the UK working to 
achieve the shared aim of securing a better future for wildlife. 
The Trust manages over 90 nature reserves across the three 
counties. 


Berkshire 

Buckinghamshire 

Oxfordshire 



Shades of Glass Studio 


Call us for a no 
obligation quotation on: 

★ Lead lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and 
engraved detail 

★ Polycarbonate weather 
a vandal-proof 
protective sheeting 

★ Galvanised & Stainless 
Steel protective grills 

References available, 
work undertaken on 
many local churches 
and colleges 



JLeacC JLigfit 
c Windozvs 

Craftsmen built Lead 
Light and Stained Glass 
Windows, Specialists in 
Church Window 
refurbishment and 


INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 

Shades of Glass 12 Fane Drive 
Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 








Courses Diocesan Prayer Diary 


Stewardship 
Training 
Evangelism and 
Ministry 

Rolling Programme: 

Introduction to Portfolio 9, 

23 October and 6 November at 
St Michael’s New marston, led 
by the Revd Jo Coney, 7.30 - 
9.30pm, £15. 

Pastoral Healing Day 

23 November at All Saints, 
Dedworth near Windsor, led by 
the Revd Phillip Tovey, 10 - 
4pm, £15. 

Ministry in the Workplace 

7 December at Church House, 
led by the Revd Nick Parish, 10 
- 4pm, £15. 

Details from Juliet Ralph 
(01865)208282 

St Michael’s at 
Amersham-on-the-Hill 

Sat 9 Nov 'Survival Skills for 
the Spiritual Journey’ ‘I don’t 
want to get to the end of my life 
and find that I lived just the 
length of it - I want to have 
lived the breadth of it as well’ - 
Diane Ackerman Come and 
gather for stillness, Storytelling 
and bring-and-share lunch, and 
also contemplative Communion 
service. Free conference 9.30 - 
4.30pm.To register call 01494 
726680 

Sun 17 Nov Mystical 
Christianity Course 'Finding 
God at the Heart of Things’. 
Explore our spiritual treasure 
with ways into prayer, and 
teaching and sharing from our 
saints and mystics. Led by Revd 
Philip Roderick. 6pm - 8pm £5 
per evening 01494 726680 
Term 2 - Jan 16, Feb 16, Mar 
16 Term 3 - May 18, Jun 15, 
Jul 20 

Thur 22 Nov Jonathan Aitken 
‘Prison, Penitence and Prayer’. 


St Theosevia Centre for 
Christian Spirituality 

Travels to Remote 
Monasteries in Ethiopia 
and Turkey 9 November at 2 
Canterbury Road, 11 - 4pm. 
Speakers: Mrs Diana Spencer 
and Dr Sebastian Brock, £10, 
concessions £8. 

Living the Gospel through 
Base Communities 23 

November at 2 Canterbury 
Road, 10.30 - 4pm. Speakers: 

Dr Liz Carmichael and Prof 
Christopher Rowland. £10, 
concessions £8. 

Details and bookings to: 
(01865)310341 

Cottesloe 
Christian Training 
Programme 
9 November 

Speaking and 
Reading in Church, for readers, 
intercessors and all who lead 
services. At Padbury Church 10 
- 12.30pm, £7. 

9 November Leading 
Intercessions, how to plan the 
prayers and resources to help. 

At Padbury Church, 1.30 - 
4pm, £7. 

30 November Designing and 
Leading Informal Services. At 
Padbury Church, 10 - 4pm, £15. 
12, 19, 26 Nov, 3, 10 Dec 

The Eucharist. The course 
explores the Eucharist in the Bible, 
the Anglican Church and other 
traditions. Open to all. At The 
Wimslow Centre, Park Road, 
Wimslow, 7.15 - 9.30pm £15. 
Cottesloe Christian Training 
Programme (01525) 375109 
cottesloe@fish.co.uk 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 


r 

Preparing Couples for 
Marriage 

2 November You are invited to 
a training day at Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 

10 — 4pm. For both lay and cler- 
gy, this course equips those who 
want to run effective marriage 
preparation courses in their 
parishes. Details: Jeni Hobbs 
(01865)208252 

Federation of Christian 
Caring and Counselling 
9 November The Autumn 
Workshop will take place at 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford from 9.30 - 
2.45 pm. followed by the AGM at 

3 pm. David Blackledge, Director 
of Personal Wholeness Trust, and 
Brian Ventham, who is a UKCP 
registered psychotherapist with a 
degree in Theology, will lead the 
workshop on ‘Making the Vision 
a Reality’. They will help us to 
look at doing this both within an 
agency and within our own pri- 
vate practice. All are welcome. 
Members will be charged at £15, 
non-members at £20. Please bring 
a packed lunch with you. 

The Association for 
Church Editors 

Sat 1 6 Nov First National 
Conference for Church Magazine 
Editors at the University of 
Birmingham, guest speaker Dr 
Martin Stringer, Head of the 
Department of Theology at the 
University. Details and booking 
form from Mr Michael Jameson 
(01727) 865498 www.ac-edi- 
tors.co.uk 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays Sam Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 


I wait for the Lord , my soul 
waits , and in His word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord 
more than those who watch for 
the morning , more than those 
who watch for the morning. 
Psalm 130 

Let us pray to God our 
Father for: 

Friday 1st ALL SAINTS DAY 

Amersham Deanery especially 
for the parishes of Penn and 
Tylers Green, coming together 
as one benefice with the 
appointment of a new incum- 
bent. For the deanery minister 
of evangelism, Fane Conant, 
and his management team. For 
strong support, fellowship and 
ideas across the deanery. For the 
area dean - Roger Salisbury: 
synod lay chairman - Hilary 
Sheppard. 

Saturday 2nd ALL SOULS 

DAY Amersham with Coleshill: 
clergy - Tim Harper, Rosie 
Harper, Liz Norman, Derrick 
Carr: licensed lay minister - 
Brian Oxley; full time youth 
worker - Marianne Holt. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY 
BEFORE ADVENT 
Sunday 3rd Bankers and 
accountants and all who work 
in the financial sector including 
those who are employed in our 
local banks and post offices. 
Monday 4th Amersham on 
the Hill: clergy - Philip 
Roderick, Joanna Gallant, Peter 
Binns, Margaret Hall; licensed 
lay minister - Jennifer 
Whittaker: full time youth /chil- 
dren’s worker - Nick Gallant. 
Tuesday 5th Beaconsfield 
Team Ministry; clergy - lohn 


clergy - Tim Stacey, Angela 
Thompson, Melvyn Bleakley. 
Chalfont St Peter, Oval Way, 
Horn Hill: clergy - James 
Greasley, Mark Ewbank, 
Leonard Warriner, Wendy 
Graham. 

Thursday 7th Chenies and 
Little Chalfont, Latimer and 
Flaunden: clergy - David 
Allsop, Jeffery Whale; licensed 
lay minister - Pat Ansell. 

Friday 8th Chesham Bois: 
clergy - Gary Rowlandson, 
Derek Butler, Christopher 
Clare; full time children’s work- 
er - Steve Westrop; full time 
youth worker - Matt Levett: 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Talks, Ron Wilcox, Sue Dogget. 
Saturday 9th Denham St 
Mary, New Denham Mission 
Church, Denham Green 
Mission Church: clergy - 
Adrian Hirst, Cathy Smith; 
licensed lay minister - Joyce 
Tearall. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY 
BEFORE ADVENT REMEM- 
BRANCE SUNDAY 
Sunday 10th All who remem- 
ber before you , those who have 
given their lives for the cause of 
freedom , especially those who 
have been separated from loved 
ones , and all who suffer as the 
result of war and terrorism, in 
body mind and spirit. Those 
who have lost their homes and 
those who no longer have a 
country of their own. Father fill 
us with compassion for them 
and prosper all who seek to 
minister to their needs. 

Monday 11th Gerrards Cross 
with Fulmer: clergy - Paul 
Williams, Nat Schluter, Martin 

Williams, Meyrick Beebee: 
l; — 1 


-Roger Salisbury, Rebecca 
Harris, Will Stileman; licensed 
lay ministers - Beryl Pearn, Don 
Sanderson, Jean Corfield, Averil 
Stephenson. 

Wednesday 13th Penn: for 
the churchwardens during the 
vacancy; licensed lay minister - 
Beth Wili. 

Thursday 14th Penn Street, 
Holmer Green Christ Church 
Chapel: clergy - Matthew 
Boyes, Peter Strutt. Seer Green 
and Jordans; clergy - Fane 
Conant, Ros Donovan. 

Friday 15th Bicester and Islip 
Deanery for new ministries and 
church communities at Heyford 
Park and Bure Park Emmanuel 
church, Bicester. For a new pas- 
toral plan in a rapidly changing 
environment. For their large 
rural benefices, and those who 
live and work in them. For their 
area dean - Philip Ball: synod 
lay chairman - Martyn 
Simmonds. 

Saturday 16th Akeman, 
Bletchingdon, Chesterton, 
Hampton Gay, Kirtlington, 
Middleton, Wendlebury, 
Weston-on-the Green: clergy - 
Derek Walker, Alan Garrow; 
licensed lay ministers - 
Elizabeth Taylor, Mike Nunn, 
Grant Lee. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY 
BEFORE ADVENT 
Prisons Week 17-23 
November 

Sunday 17th Lord you offer 
freedom to all your people. We 
pray for all those who are in 
prison. Break the bonds of fear 
and isolation that exist. Support 
with your love prisoners, their 
families and friends, prison staff 
and all who care. Heal those 


strength and in His Spirit now 
and every day. 

Monday 18th Chaplains of 
H.M. Prisons: Aylesbury - for 
the chaplain to be appointed: 
Bullingdon - Tim Edge: 
Springhill Grendon Underwood 

- Ed Gin: Huntercombe - Ian 
Thacker: Reading - David 
Little: Woodhill- Peter Green. 
Tuesday 19th The Ray 
Valley - Ambrosden, Charlton- 
on-Otmoor, Islip, Merton, 
Noke, Oddington, Piddington, 
Woodeaton: clergy - Mary 
Carney, Simon Lockett, Paul 
Bond: licensed lay ministers - 
Glenys Edwards, Eileen Brown. 
Wednesday 20th Bicester 
Area Team Ministry: clergy - 
Philip Ball, David Bouskill, 
Margaret Mullins, Wendy 
Callan, Robert Atkins; licensed 
lay ministers - Richard 
Marshall, Colin Cockshaw. 
Emmanuel Church: clergy - 
Chris Boyce. 

Thursday 21st Fritwell with 
Souldern and Ardley with 
Fewcott: clergy - Paul Hunt. 
Friday 22nd The Heyfords 
with Rousham and Somerton: 
for the churchwardens during 
the vacancy: Church Army - 
Ian Biscoe. 

Saturday 23rd Shelswell 
Cottisford, Finmere, 

Fringford, Hethe, Mixbury, 
Newton Purcell with 
Shelswell, Stoke Lyne, Stratton 
Audley and Godington: clergy 

- Ricky Yates, Stephen 
Bushell, David Wenham, 
Michael White: licensed lay 
ministers - Alan Jones, Penny 
Wood, Anne Bertram. 

THE SUNDAY NEXT 
BEFORE ADVENT CHRIST 


1 

Monday 25th Bracknell I 
Deanery for those who are tal- I 
ent rich but time poor. That I 
they may be faithful stewards of * 
their time, talents and wealth * 
and enabled to give to their ■ 
faith, family and employment. 1 
For the deanery plans, that J 
training ministries may bear J 
fruit. For the area dean: 
Sebastian Jones; industrial . 
chaplain - Nick Parish; synod - 
lay chairman - Maureen . 
Beadsley. 

Tuesday 26th Ascot Heath: ( 
clergy - Anthony Lury, Lyn j 
Trainor: licensed lay ministers - | 
Alison Cooper, Melvyn Fancy, | 
Gill Wiggins. Binfield: clergy - | 
Bill Meyer; licensed lay minister | 
- Muriel Wilkins. I 

Wednesday 27th Bracknell I 
Team Ministry: clergy - David I 
Osborn, Christine Dale, Jeremy I 
Harris, Bruce Russell, Ian I 
James, Margaret Clarke: full I 
time youth worker - Angell * 
Alison: licensed lay minister - * 
Sandy Dutton. Easthampstead: * 
clergy - Guy Cole, Jay Colwill. ' 
Thursday 28th South Ascot: 1 
clergy - Sebastian Jones, Susan J 
Jones; licensed lay ministers - 
Mary Nichols, Paul Knight. . 
Sunningdale: clergy - David . 
Uffindell, Stuart Gay, Anthea . 
Griggs. 

Friday 29th Sunninghill: cler- j 
gy - Tim Gunter; licensed lay | 
ministers - Carol Neilson, | 
Raymond Whitney. | 

Saturday 30th ANDREW | 
THE APOSTLE Warfield: | 
clergy - Brian Meardon, Brian | 
Weaver: full time youth work- I 
ers - Mark Meardon, Trevor I 
Meardon; Church Army - I 
Garey Shirley; licensed lay min- I 
isters - Dave Cappleman, Chris I 





sions. To book call 01494 
726680. 


Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


i.vjpui nuiy v>ummuLiiUH uu 

Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 



minister - Hazel Chow. 

I q Wednesday 6th 

Chalfont St Giles: 




worker — rNicK wciuun. 

Tuesday 12th Great 
Chesham Team Ministry: clergy 


jurgwe one anviner, io aci jusi- government councillors, anu an lay ministers - iviary Knignt, 

Great ly, love mercy and walk humbly who work in government Stuart Ager, Jacki Thomas, * 

clergy together with Christ in His departments. Mike Thomas. 
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What’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like your 
event included on the December DoorPost, send details in writing to the 
address below. The deadline is 1 1 November 


















NOVEMBER 

SAT 2 OXFORD Sing Gospel 
with Cindy Reid, 1 - 5pm at 
Christian Life Centre, 49 Oxford 
Rd. Cost: £7, details: (01865) 
427837 

SAT 2 WOODCOTE St Leonard s 
Annual Fair in the Village Hall, 
2.15pm. 

SAT 2 OXFORD Bring and Sing 
Faure Requiem at St Giles’ Church, 
3.30pm, £5. Requiem sung at 6pm 
at All Soul’s Day communion ser- 
vice. Details from Cynthia Hall 
(01865)310686 

SAT 2 OXFORD Worcester 
College Chapel Choir and the 
Choir of St Mary Magdalen sing 
The Durufle Requiem and The 
Faure Requiem directed by Judy 
Martin, 7.30pm at Exeter College 
Chapel. 

SAT 2 OXFORD The Company 
We keep - Challenge or Confront? 
At St Columba’s Church, Alfred 
Street, 10 - 1pm. Seminar to fit in 
with One World Week. For details 
and to book a place contact Bob 
Nind, 19 Binswood Ave, 
Headington, Oxford, OX3 8NY 
SAT 2 and SUN 3 BURNHAM 
The Singing, Dancing Carpenter. A 
lively musical based on the life of 
Jesus, 7pm on Sat, 4pm on Sun. 
Details: (01628) 664521. 

SUN 3 HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
Annual All Souls Service at St 
mary’s 3.30pm 

SUN 3 AMERSHAM Beauty in 
Chants 6 - 6.45pm, a simple but 
powerful service, drawing upon 
contemplative Christian chants 
from around the world. First 
Sunday each month at St Michael’s 
Church, Amersham on the Hill. 


rK-Door 


Details (01494) 726680. 

MON 4 - 20 OXFORD ‘In 

Memoriam’ an exhibition of letter- 
ing and stone carving by Fiona and 
Alec Peever at St Giles Church. 
TUES 5 OXFORD Regent’s Park 
College Public Lectures ‘Secular 
Religion? Youth Literature in a 
world of relative values by Aidan 
Chambers, 5pm. Details: (01865) 
288120 

THUR 7 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Lunchtime Talks, 12.30pm in the 
Church. Speaking Truth in Power: 
an historiafi’s response to tyranny 
with Dr Peter Carey. All welcome. 
FRI 8 HOLTON nr Wheatley. 
Help us to celebrate St 
Bartholomew’s restored organ in 
an organ-and-song costumed 
recital 7.30pm. Tickets £6 from 
(01865) 872329 

FRI 8 BLOXHAM Friends of St 
Mary’s concert at 7.30pm by the 
National Youth Jazz Orchestra. 
Details (01295) 720951 
FRI 8 CUMNOR The Wise and 
the Foolish at Cumnor Village 
Hall, Leys Rd, 7.30pm. Jesus’ 
encounters told through the stories 
of ten women as if they lived in our 
century. One-woman show by Sue 
Kimberely suitable for all. Tickets 
£5. (01865) 864415. 

SAT 9 ABINGDON Interpreting 
the Word, New ideas for Scripture 
Reading in Worship with Linda 
Lee and Paul Herrington 1 - 5pm 
at Christ Church, Northcourt Rd. 
Cost £7, details: (01865) 427837. 
SAT 9 READING Reading Bach 
Choir concert ‘A Celebration of 
Polyphony’ at St Giles* Church 
Reading, 7.30pm. Tickets and 
details: (0118)947 0104 



SUN 10 THAME Book launch of 
‘A Credible Universe’ by Simon 
Baynes at St Mary’s Church 12.30 
- 1.30pm. 

THUR 14 OXFORD A pro- 
gramme on the impact of 
HIV/AIDS on children, 8pm at 
University Church. 

THUR 14 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Lunchtime Talks, 12.30pm in the 
Church. Helen House and Douglas 
House: Working alongside young 
people with life-limiting illness by 
Sr Frances Dominica. All welcome. 
SAT 16 BRACKNELL, Not 
organ music’ a programme of tran- 
scription at Holy Trinity Church, 
tickets £5 (cone £3). 

SAT 16 BLOXHAM The 4th 
Annual Craft Fair in the church 
10.30 - 4.30pm. Details: (01295) 
721378 

SAT 16 COOKHAM DEAN 

Autumn Fayre in the Village Hall, 
tombola, raffle, books, and more. 
Doors open 10am. 

SAT 16 GORING Cursillo 
‘Ultreya’ Meeting. Open to all. 
Bring-and-share lunch. Further 
information from Roger Nias 
(01491) 874227 

SAT 16 OXFORD Elijah 
Mendelssohn in Town Hall, 8pm. 
Oxford Harmonic Society and 
members of Oxford High School. 
Tickets from Oxford Playhouse 
(01865) 305305 or on door. 

SAT 16 MAIDENHEAD Let’s 
make it Right Around’ Traidcraft 
Fair organised by Churches 
Together in Maidenhead at United 
Reformed Church, West Street, 
10.30 - 2.30pm. Open by Theresa 
May (Maidenhead’s MP) 

SAT 16 BURNHAM Handbell 


The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


Concert in St Peter’s Church at 
7.30pm. Details from Cornerstone 
(01628) 664338 

SAT 16 STOKE MAN- 
DERVILLE St Mary’s Autumn 
Bazaar, 2 - 4.30pm at the 
Community Centre, Eskdale Rd, 
details: (01296) 381375. 

SAT 16 PRESTWOOD 
Christmas Fayre in aid of Holy 
Trinity Church at Prestwood 
Village Hall 11 - 3pm. Stalls 
include ceramics, cakes, jams, 
plants, silk goods and more. 
Details: (01494) 866242. 

SAT 16 AMERSHAM Christmas 
Fayre and Charity Stalls. Christmas 
cards, presents, crafts, cakes, chil- 
dren’s corner. Tea and coffee all day. 
Lunches from midday. Charity stalls 
in the Hall. Raffles and games. St 
Michael’s Amersham-on-the Hill. 
10am - 2pm 10494 726680 
MON 18 MILTON KEYNES 
Friends of the Church in India 
‘Political Hinduism by the Revd Dr 
Israel Selvanayagam at Christ the 
Cornerstone, 7.30pm. All welcome. 
WED 20 HIGH WYCOMBE 
Members of the parish of St John’s 
will make a presentation on the work 
of Francois Nitunga, who works on 
HIV/AIDS education in the refugee 
camps in Tanzania. 7.30pm at St 
John’s. 

WED 20 LOUGHTON Come to 
lunch with the Gideons at 
Loughton Baptist Church 12.30 - 
lpm Details: (01455) 558267. 
WED 20 ENGLEFIELD 
Shaftesbury Society reception and 
supper at Englefield House. Details 
and tickets from (020) 8239 5535. 
THURS 21 AMERSHAM Prison, 
Penitence and Prayer’ Jonathan 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


Aitken presents the 10th Millennium 
Lecture at St Michael’s Church, 
Amersham-on-the-Hill. Tickets, £7 / 
£5. Details: (01494) 726680 

THUR 21 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Lunchtime Talks, 12.30pm in the 
Church. Philosopher, Historian, 
Liberal: how Isaiah Berlin made a 
difference with Joshua Cherniss. 
All welcome. 

THURS 21 - 23 BLOXHAM 

‘Murder in the Cathedral’ in the 
Church with Bloxham Amateur 
Theatrical Society. Details: (01295) 
720087 

SAT 23 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD Music for St Cecilia’s-tide by 
Cantus Orielensis at All Saints’ 
Church, 8pm. Retiring collection for 
Daisy’s Dream. Details (0118) 
9722844. 

FRI 22 FINGEST (Hambleden 
Valley, near Henley) Healing 
Service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. Details: (01491) 571231 
FRI 22 OXFORD Jonathan 
Aitken speaking at Magdalen 
College School, 7.30pm for the 
Oxford Group of Prison 
Fellowship service. 

SAT 23 OXFORD Wycliffe Hall 
Day Conference. Revd Prof Alister 
McGrath on Heaven: an Illustrated 
History, 9.45 - 4pm, £16. Details: 
jeanette.sears@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
SAT 23 DIDCOT All Saints 
Christmas Fair in the Civic Hall 
from 11am. Theme: Biblical 
Characters Old and New, judged in 
categories - over 16 and under 16. 
Details: (01235) 813244. 

SAT 23 NEWBURY St Mary’s 
Church Speen Christmas Bazaar at 
the United Reform Church Hall, 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


10am. 

SUN 24 LETCOMBE BASSETT 

Christmas Market 11 - 3pm, 20 
stalls of unusual gifts. Held in 3 
locations: Whites Farmhouse Barn, 
the Village Hall and the Church. 
Details: (01235) 762390. 

SUN 24 WARBOROUGH Living 
Without Fear’ An opportunity to 
reflect on violence in the home, 
6pm at St Laurence Church. 

THUR 28 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Lunchtime Talks, 12.30pm in the 
Church. The Pacifist Voice of 
Women from Christine de Pisan to 
Vera Brittain by Helen Rappaport. 
All welcome. 

SAT 30 BLOXHAM The 

Warriner Choral Society is per- 
forming Schubert’s Mass in G in 
the Church. Details: (01295) 
267761. 

SAT 30 BLETCHLEY Annual 
Christmas Fayre, 10.30 - 2pm at 
Whadden Way Church, 
Beaverbrook Court. 

SAT 30 OXFORD An opportuni- 
ty to learn more about Domestic 
Violence and Church Action on 
Domestic Violence at Rose Hill 
Methodist Church, Oxford 10 - 
3.30pm. Speakers from Victim 
Support and Women’s Aid. Details 
from (01993)200103. 


Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility 

Is somebody 
hurting you? 

Help is at hand. Ring 01865 
208213 for confidential conver- 
sation or email 

socresp@dch.oxford.anglican.org 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


DECEMBER 

SUN 1 AMERSHAM Christingle 
Family Service and Tea Party 3pm at 
St Michael’s Church Amersham-on- 
the-Hill. A special moving and memo- 
rable service to celebrate the light of 
Christ’s love. In aid of The Children’s 
Society. Information: 01494 580 077 
SUN 1 v 8, 15 & 22 - 

AMERSHAM Compline by 
Candlelight during Advent - in the 
Lady Chapel at St Michael’s, 
Amersham-on-the-Hill, 6pm. Details 
01494 (726680) 

THUR 5 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Lunchtime Talks, 12.30pm in the 
Church. Refugees and Tolerance in 
an age of uncertainty with Dr Guy 
Goodwin -Gill. All welcome. 

FRI 6 READING ‘Light up a Life’ 
in the grounds of Duchess of Kent 
Palliative Care Centre (Liebenrood 
Rd) during a seasonal service at 
6.30pm. Come to see the festive 
lights and Christmas Tree. 

SAT 7 BOTLEY Cumnor Choral 
Society Christmas Concert at SS 
Peter and Paul Church, 7.30pm, 
tickets £5. Details: (01865) 
5i3268. 

SAT 7 - 8 WINKFIELD 

Christmas Tree Festival and 
Christmas Music at St Mary’s 
Church, admire Christmas Trees 
decorated by various organisations. 
At 7.30pm on 7 December there 
will be an evening of Music and 
Christmas Carols in the church. 
Details and tickets from Adrian 
Hoare (01344) 883330 
THUR 12 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Lunchtime Talks, 12.30pm in the 
Church. Life in Chains: a year as 
Lord Mayor by Maureen Christian. 
All welcome. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 


Notices 

THE DOOR PRAYER DIARY 
CHANGES HANDS 

I am handing over the Diocesan 
Prayer Diary to the Revd Pam 
Gordon, I would like to thank 
those who have helped me me do 
it, especially those at Diocesan 
Church House and, not least, all 
the Area Deans who month by 
month have sent me prayers for 
their deaneries. The latter have 
provided a window into the life 
and work of their Churches 
throughout the Diocese that most 
would not otherwise have had. 

Graham Canning 

We are so grateful to Graham for all the 
time and care he has given to this very 
important part of The DOOR. Editor 

CONVENTION LOST 
PROPERTY 

We have in The DOOR office: 
one green water-proof jacket, 
one flowery umbrella and one 
red tartan Liz Claiborne hat. 
These were left at the High 
Wycombe Convention in July. 
Please collect from Diocesan 
Church House (01865) 208226. 


The December issue of 


the Door 


will be ready for 
collection on 
22 November 


Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 










Parents And Children Together 


Parents and Children 
Together is also known as 
the Oxford Diocesan Council 
for Social Work. . PACT has 
been working in the Oxford 
Diocese since 191 1 and has 
helped, many thousands of 
families find love and affection 
in adoptive families. Adoption 
is very different today. The 
children needing new families 
now have suitcases full of 
stories from their past, that 
need to be integrated into the 
family of their future. 

PACT is committed to being 
a leader in the field of adop- 
tion but also to present a ser- 
vice to parents and children 
that is friendly and approach- 
able. The values of PACT are 
rooted in its Christian basis 
and expressed in its aims to 
work with all users of the ser- 
vice in ways that seek to 
enable people to achieve 
confidence and power in 
their lives. 

Yvette Gayford 
PACT Chief Executive 


‘Do something amazing’ with Parents 


NATIONAL Adoption Week 
was 14 to 20 October, and 
PACT (Parents and Children 
Together) has been continu- 
ing their drive to recruit 
adopters. Social worker and 
adopters have been busy 
raising people’s awareness of 
adoption. In conjunction 
with Asda, events have been 
happening in local stores and 


‘A sensitive and efficient 
family support and adop- 
tion agency is crucial 
response to social need, 
and I am pleased that the 
Diocese of Oxford contin- 
ues its partnership with 
local authorities in provid- 
ing this vital service to the 
community’ 

The Bishop of Oxford in his fore- 
word to PACT'S 2001 annual report 


Reading football team have 
added their support to the 
recruitment drive. At PACT 
offices drop-in sessions were 
held where people have the 
chance to find out more 
about adoption in an infor- 
mal environment. 

The need for more 
adopters in urgent. There are 
currently some 5,000 chil- 
dren across the UK waiting 


to be adopted. ‘Many people 
don’t even think that adop- 
tion still goes on’ says 
Andrea Orchard, Adoption 


Manager at PACT. Or they 
think that there are reasons 
why they would be excluded 
from adopting. ‘We’d like 
people to contact us if they 
are thinking about adoption, 
and find out more informa- 
tion. With so many children 
needing a new family, we 
want to encourage people to 
think more seriously about 
adoption,’ she said. 


Record adoptions 

This year PACT has placed a 
record 35 children. 
‘However, we virtually have 


no more approved adopters 
left. The Government’s call 
for adoption to increase by 
40 per cent in still a long way 
off’, said Andrea. PACT 
recruits and approves 
adopters and links them with 
children already in the care 
of local authorities through- 
out the UK. Many children 
are of school age, and time is 
running out for them to have 


a fresh start in a new family. 

PACT is particularly look- 
ing for potential adopters 
who can care for children 
aged from four years, broth- 
ers and sisters who need to 
stay together and children 
who are of African, 
Caribbean, Asian, Muslim or 
of mixed heritage. 

Black families project 

Sonnia Mogg heads up the 
Black Families Project within 
PACT and has developed 
strong links with Black and 
Asian communities locally. 
For some families long-term 
fostering is a more appropri- 
ate way to offer a permanent 
home to a child, and the pro- 
ject has expanded to incor- 
porate this. ‘Please give me a 
ring at PACT to find out how 
you could help a child’, says 
Sonnia. 

Adoption is for life 

PACT’S adoption work does 
not stop once a child joins 
their new family. Post 
approval workshops are pro- 
vided and social workers 
continue to support the fam- 
ily through to the granting of 
an adoption order. 

You may have heard the 
phrase ‘adoption is a life 
long condition’, and PACT 
recognises the importance of 


First online post- 
adoption web site 

PACT realises that services 
need to be easily accessible, 
and they have developed a 
new way of providing support 
with the launch of the first 
ever online post-adoption web 
site which can be found at 
www.postadoptiononline.com. 
The web site offers 
information, support and 
advice to everyone connected 
with adoption - adopters, 
birth parents and relatives, 
adopted children, young peo- 
ple and adults. Information 
is also available for any pro- 
fessional working with adop- 
tion matters. 'We are very 
excited that this site is for 
everyone connected with 
adoption 7 , says Lois Williams, 
Online Co-ordinator. 


being around for families at 
whatever stage in the future 
they may want advice or 
help. Support groups, twice 
yearly newsletters, and an 
annual picnic are all ways 
that families can stay in 
touch over the years. 
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The Home of Devenish 

Registered Charity No. 202400 
Weymouth, Dorset 

The Charity has 23 
Bungalows and 2 Flats on 
three carefully maintained 
estates situated between 
Weymouth Town Centre and 
Portland Harbour. 

Each property has two 
bedrooms, is unfurnished, 
occupied rent free and is 
centrally heated, decorated 
and maintained free of charge to the tenant. 

Council Tax is also paid by the charity. They are not warden controlled. 

Widows of Clergymen of the 
Church of England or 
Widows of Officers of the 
Armed Services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
will qualify for residence 
providing their financial 
circumstances justify this 
and they are members of 
the Church of England. 

If you are finding it difficult to cope financially in your present home, 
please write or telephone for a brochure and application form to: 

Mr J.A. Luthwaite, The Home of Devenish, 

The Granary, Ford’s Barn, East Chaldon, 

Dorchester, Dorset DT2 8DN 

Telephone: 01305 853784 Registered Charity No. 202400 




ENJOY 

YOUR 

BATH 

AGAIN 


Find out why 
over 30,000 
people chose 
Bathability 

Telephone: 

01202 

735999 


Enjoy your bath 
again with the 
Bathability® 
Bath Seat: 



No need to climb in 


No Connections ; 
Portable, 

Safe, 

Affordable, 
Reliable. 


Over 

30, 000 sold 



Lowers you down 



Helps you up again 



Warren Hooker Rehab 2001 Ltd. 

68 Old Wareham Road, Parkstone, 
Poole, Dorset BH12 4QR 

Tel: 01202 735999 Fax: 01202 737333 
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and Children Together 


WWW.postadoptrononline.coni 

is a new website which as well 
as providing information 24 ^ 
hours a day, is the first to offer 
online advice and support, in 
‘real-time’ with an experienced 
social worker. People living in 
Berkshire, Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire can register 
for the advice service, which is 
available four times a week 
outside of office hours. 
‘Computers are become much 
more part of how people gain 
information today, and we 
think this service will particu- 
larly appeal to young people, 
who may find it hard to ask to 
face to face advice’, said Lois 
Williams. ‘Being able to get 
advice outside of office hours 
could be a real help for people, 
and we hope to expand the ser- 
vice to other parts of the coun- 
try’ she said. 

Pro adoption 360 

In addition to the on-line ser- 
vice, with the aid of 

Department of Health fund- 
's 


ing, PACT has developed a 
therapeutic service, which is 
called Pro Adoption 360. 
This service aims to work 
with families and other pro- 
fessionals after a child or 
children are placed with 
them. The multi-professional 
team consists of a child clini- 
cal psychologist, an educa- 
tional psychologist and a 
family therapist//social work- 
er. They offer one session 
each week in Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and 

Oxfordshire and the service 
is open to all adoptive fami- 
lies living in these areas. It is 
hoped to demonstrate that 
this model of support is valu- 
able and needed. The project 
is only just starting but 
already the team is busy and 
is planning future training 
events. To make an appoint- 
ment for a consultation with 
the team please contact 0118 
938 7600 and ask for 

Susanne. 

A much more low key sup- 


port is also on offer to adop- 
tive fathers. A new group is 
meeting once a month for a 
pint and a meal in a local 
pub. Adoption worker, 
Simon Furlong is taking a 
lead on this group and he 
confesses to looking forward 
to this group more than any 
other; the rest of the team are 
not surprised! 

BAAF, the Association for 
Adoption and Fostering, 
have used the phrase for this 
year’s National Adoption 
Week ‘Do something amaz- 
ing’. ‘We urge anyone think- 
ing about adoption to con- 
tact us here at PACT and find 
out more,’ says Andrea 
Orchard. 


PACT is based in Reading. You 
can find out more about them 
from their main website 
www.pactcharity.org 
Their post adoption site is 
www.postadoptiononline.com 
and there is a PACT freephone 
line on 0800 731 1845. 


Big business 
supports 
PACT’S work 

About 12 months ago a group 
of top marketing specialists 
from Unilever were sent away 
on a training/team building few 
days to a hotel in Berkshire. A 
24 hour challenge was pre- 
pared for them by Corporate 
Edge (a training company) 
and PACT. Their challenge was 
to prepare a video about adop- 
tion using real adopters and 
their children and with the 
help of PACT'S workers, a pro- 
fessional cameraman and a 
'voice over' artist the challenge 
was completed with style. The 
video In Safe Hands is now 
used by the adoption team at 
recruitment information 
evenings, but that is not the 
end of the story. 

In Safe Hands is a remark- 
able video that has touched the 
hearts of not only those who 
see it but also of those who 
made it. The bright and go 
getting team of marketers 
became so involved in the 
emotions and issues raised by 
adoption that they wanted to 
do more for PACT and to help 
more children experience a 
family of their own. We were 
unsure of what would happen 
next but to our amazement the 
group were true to their word 
during October, 2 Op of every 
240 packet of PG Tips Tea 
sold in Asda stores in the 
Region will come to PACT. 
Yvette Gayford, Chief 
Executive of PACT was 
involved in the training event 
and witnessed the tremendous 


enthusiasm of the Unilever 
workers. The group was deeply 
affected by the tremendous 
commitment shown by the 
adopters and by the children's 
personal stories, they were 
really excited to be contribut- 
ing and 'making a difference'. 
Hopefully, we can build on this 
great partnership. 

Out and about 

PACT operates a compre- 
hensive adoption and sup- 
port service throughout 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire 

During National Adoption 
Week, PACT volunteers and 
adoptive parents were out 
meeting shoppers at Asda 
stores throughout 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire, giving out 
information and advice 
about adoption 
Reading Football Club also 
supported National 
Adoption Week by treating 
a young boy adopted 
through PACT to the 
opportunity to be Club mas- 
cot and to appear in the 
Club magazine. Geraldine 
his adoptive mum was as 
thrilled as her son now 
aged seven years to be seen 
with the football stars! 

Another adopter from 
PACT was a radio celebri- 
ty for a day giving inter- 
views to Premier Radio ( 

A Christian radio station). 
He was able to tell his 
personal story of the 
adoption process and the 
highs and lows of being an 
adoptive dad. 


News about THE 
DOOR’S delivery 

In the New Year, the delivery 
system of The DOOR will be 
taken over by Peter Chapman 
who lives in Banbury. He has 
considerable experience of the 
newspaper industry and is a 
member of The DOOR editorial 
support group. 

Delivery to deaneries are on 
Thursdays and available to 
parishes for pick up on the fol- 
lowing day. The Christmas 
issue this year (2002) will be 
available to parishes on Friday 
22 November. 

The May 2003 DOOR will be 
delivered to deaneries on 
Maundy Thursday as we cannot 
go to press on the Tuesday after 
Easter. However, it will be avail- 
able for parishes on the normal 
day, Friday 25 April. 

2003 delivery dates 
(Thursdays) to deaneries 
January 23; February 20; 
March 27; April 24 (Easter 
April 20); May 22; June 26; 
August 28; September 25; 
October 23; November 27. 


International Fellowship 
of Evangelical Students 

VOLUNTEER needed for IFES 
who pioneer and nurture stu- 
dent witness in over 145 coun- 
tries. They are based in North 
Oxford and urgently need a 
volunteer assistant to the 
Registrar for their World 
Conference in July 2003. They 
would welcome enquiries from 
anyone willing to give two to 
five days a week starting in 
January 2003. Please ring 
Cathi on 01865 292555. 




Are Proud to produce the above titles on behalf of the respective Diocese 

To Advertise Telephone: 01527 892945 

Fax: 01527 892152 

Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 

The Old Bakehouse, 1242A Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, Redditch, Worcs B96 6AA 




Even more insurance 
you can believe in 



Travel 

ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Head Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ 
Telephone Number: 01452 384848 Web address: www.ecclesiastical.co.uk 
e-mail: ecclesiastical@eigmail.com 

A member of the General Insurance Standards Council. 
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ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


SHROPSHIRE 

STRETTON HILLS 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 


Dublin 

City Centre 

Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 


Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 


CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



Ross-on-Wye is a small 
market town built on a red 
sandstone cliff from which it 
is believed to have derived its 
name (Rose, or Rose town) 
and overlooking a picturesque 
section of the River Wye 
valley. 

It is assumed that it grew out of 
the ruins surrounding the nearby 
Roman station, Arieonium, in the 
Anglo-Saxon era, and the 
Domesday Book (1086AD) records 
a population of approximately 
125. It was commanded by four 
castles: Eeeleswell, Penyard, 
Goodrich and Wilton, and the 
town, which was mainly 
ecclesiastical property, was used as 
a convenient post for travellers to 
South Wales. 

The present early 1 3th century 
church of St Mary the Virgin was 
preceded by an earlier Anglo- 
Saxon church, the existence of 
whose priest was duly recorded by 
the investigating Normans. 

The essential character of the 
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Advertisement 

Feature 

present town developed from the 
interest and benefactions of one of 
its residents, John Kyrle (“The Man 
of Ross”) towards the end of the 
1 7th century. 

MERTON HOUSE is one of several 
Georgian houses built on the cliff 
and evidently designed to afford 
full appreciation of the delightful 
prospect to the West across the 
Horseshoe Bend of the River Wye. 

It is said to have been partly built 
originally with materials from 
Goodrich Castle, five miles south 
of Ross, but there is no precise 
information as to when it was 
built. 

At one time it was known as 
Merton Place and this provides a 
link with the belief that Lord 
Nelson visited and possibly stayed 
there with Lady Hamilton. It is 
recorded that they visited Ross on 
July 25th 1802 and “spent some 



time examining the pleasure 
grounds of William Hooper” 

The deeds, which date back only 
to 1821, show that William Hooper 
owned Merton House “and 
pleasure grounds” and it is evident 
that Nelson visited there in July 
1 802. It is also recorded that on 
that occasion they stayed at the 
Swan Inn. They made a second 
visit to Ross on August 20th 1802, 
and it is possible that they stayed 
in Merton House on that occasion. 
There are obvious connections with 
Nelson and Lady Hamilton at that 
time for they then owned Merton 
Place, Surrey, which would be an 
unlikely coincidence. 

Today, Merton House is a special 
hotel catering for the elderly and 
pegple with disabilities. All holidays 
are full board and include a free 
trip in the specially adapted mini- 
bus, entertainment four nights a 
week in the newly refurbished sun 
lounge with additional sight seeing 
trips available on request. For 
further details and to book please 
telephone 01989 563252. 



ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 
Only £89.95 per couple in Europe - Max Age 75 yrs 
Only £124.95 per couple Worldwide - Max Age 75 yrs 

r-* If you are under 70 - Only £109.95 per couple/£69.95pp Worldwide Cover 
l^j? I 2 weeks Europe £18.95 per person (No age limit) 

Call For Details 


mm 




0116 272 0500 

Real People... not machines!! l5ljS — _5 


Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 


KIBBLE VALLEY 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Level 1 mobility access. 
Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 


ATLANTIS 

HOUSE 

- ILFRACOMBE - 

B&B £20 pppn. 

En-suite bathrooms. 

No children. 

Pets by arrangement. 

01271 862405 


CENTRAL PORTUGAL 

We are the only company in the 
UK marketing properties in this 
beautiful area of Portugal. 
Prices from £15,000 
We are confident you will enjoy 
our property listings. 
PREMIER PROPERTIES 
INTERNATIONAL 
Tel: 01935 881199 

sales@premierpropertiesonline.net 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


Coiitry Cottages 

Wonderful countryside, 
close to sea, sleeps 2-10. 

B&B 

large Country House 

With extensive grounds. 
Ideal for coastal paths & 
beaches. St Davids & 
Haverfordwest. 

£19 pppn. 

Tel: 01437 710492 

www.cuffernmanor.co.uk 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleeps 4-6, 
heated covered pool. 
Games Room. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 





Ground Floor: Split level sitting room/dining room • Fully fitted 
kitchen * Twin bedded room with en-suite bathroom 
• Terrace and plunge pool overlooking Flamingo Lake 
First Floor: One kingsize double bedroom • One twin bedded 
room • Bathroom • Small terrace and housing for washing 
machine * Steps to roof terrace 

The villa overlooks the tennis centre, there are two golf courses, a 
driving range, plus supermarket, restaurants, children's play 
grounds, swimming pools and miles of sandy beaches 

Competitive prices according to season 

Please call — ~~ — 

Ian or Judith 

01372 378270 jl 

for further 

information or * JSM 

reservations 
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Luxury 3 bedroom apartment, 
sleeps 6. Three golf courses 
and magnificent tennis centre, 
half price golf and tennis. 
Olympic size swimming pool 
on complex. 

Late bookings available 



FLORIDA 

Kissimmee 

Luxury four bedroomed 
Villa fifteen minutes 
Disney, heated pool, 
further details telephone 

Gina Rae 01924 250423 

MU Member 


Lanza rote 

Playa Blanca 

2 bedroom villas (sleeps up to six) 
Own garden, patio & roof terrace, 
BBQ full kitchen facilities. New 
complex with large pool. Quiet 
location. From £300 per week 
- all dates available. 
Phone Bill for further details 
on 01454 260619 





BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 


PEMBROKESHIRE COAST 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

Brochure Tel: D1239 82D343 

Email:info@gellifawr.co.uk ! 




GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: aprilcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
wnw.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 



Beechfield House 

ETC ♦♦♦♦♦ (Guest Accommodation) 
Hotel & Restaurant 

A Comfortable Victorian Country House Hotel 
Set in 8 acres of Secluded Gardens. 


BAKEWELL 

3 bedroom detached 
cottage, 5 mins walk from 
town with parking. Sleeps 
6. Equipped to high 
standard. Pets welcome. 

Tek 01246 238200 

www.elsholidayproperty.com 


Dinner, Bed & Breakfast from £60 p.p.p.n. 
minimum stay 2 nights. 

Relax and unwind in our elegant and 
beautifully furnished, family owned hotel. 

1 mile away from the National Trust village of Lacock, 

15 miles from Bath and surrounded by the beautiful 
Wiltshire countryside. 

Please call for details 01225-703700 Fax: 01225-790118 

Website: www. beechfieldhouse. co. uk 
Email: esm @ beechfieldhouse. co. uk 
Beechfield House, Beanacre, Nr Me Iks ham, Wilts SN 12 7PU 


fOetSTQQte 

QUALITY RESIDENTIAL 
FACILITY FOR HIRE 
(all year round) 

Sleeps 1 6 persons, Self 
Catering, single and bunk bed 
accommodation 
Location: Forest of Dean, Glos 
Ideal for youth Groups, 
Family Groups, 

School Groups 
Other adventure activities 
locally are; Canoeing • Caving 
• Mountain biking 
• Rock Climbing • Absailing 
• Pony Trekking • Fishing 
For further information 
please ring Sean 
on 01594 563072 
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18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
The Hau thoms Tel: (01275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 


the Best Living 
erience of 
your Life " 

The unique way of life enjoyed at The 
Hawthorns was pioneered in the early 
1970s by the Holiday Retirement 
Corporation (HRC). 

The concept based on the principles of 
respect value for money, dignity and choice 
has proved a winning formula, and, today. 
Holiday Retirement manages over 250 
facilities in 42 states in the US and Canada 
and is recognised as the leading provider of 
gracious retirement living in North America. 
In the early 1990s, to consolidate their 
success in the United States, HRC undertook 
their first venture in the UK and opened The 
Hawthorns in Clevedon to great acclaim in 
1995. 

LET US TAKE YOU ON A TOUR.... 

Light, spaciousness and elegance embody the 
philosophy of HRC and are all immediately 
noticeable as soon as you enter the 
impressive atrium that forms the reception 
and central meeting area. 

Communal areas within the building are for 
the use of all residents and their visitors and 
include the coffee lounge where you can 
always come and help yourself to drinks, 
fruit and cakes, a well stocked library, a TV 
lounge, 

exercise room, interdenominational chapel, 
billiard and games room, and a unisex 
hairdressers and beauty salon. Lifts to all 
floors makes for easy accessibility. 


This exciting new concept in retirement 
living has been created to take the day to 
day worries from you, leaving you to enjoy 
your favourite pursuits, planned activities, 
having a bit of fun with other residents, or 
away days to 

local areas of interest in our coach, which 
also transports residents into the beautiful 
town of Clevedon for shopping and 
appointments on most days of the week. 

Our studios, one and two bedroom 
apartments are rented by the calendar month 
and include all meals, housekeeping and 
linen service, lighting, heating and 
community charges, and include carpets and 
drapes. 

The Hawthorns, which is situated in a 
prestige position overlooking the Bristol 
Channel on the coast of Clevedon, is a 
unique concept in quality living for the 
retired and offers outstanding value for 
money for those who 
choose to live our independent lifestyle. 

The HRC philosophy is simple... All of 
Holiday's managers and staff are privileged to 
be able to work in our Residents' home. 

We invite you to come and see this unique 
concept and wonderful lifestyle for yourself. 
We would be delighted if you could visit us 
for a meal and tour of our wonderful facility. 
Tours or more information can be arranged by 
calling or writing to The Hawthorns, 18-19 
Elton Road, Clevedon, North Somerset, BS21 
7EH, phone 01275 790060, or visit our 
website at http://www.thehawthorns- 
clevedon.co.uk. Resident managers are 
available seven days a week, and are more 
than happy to help with any enquiries. 


Rev. John Bradley’s Orphanage 
appeal for disabled street 
children in India 


The scene was a busy road junction in New Delhi, getting on 
for midnight. I was in a taxi, heading for the airport. The 
traffic lights had 
stopped all traffic. 

In the empty 
intersection 
something like an 
enormous spider 
began to make its 
way across the 
road. Only it wasn’t 
a spider. It was a 
small child, 
perhaps ten or 
younger. He (or 
she, it was impossible to say) was grotesquely disabled. 
Limbs stuck out at improbable angles. Unable to stand, the 
child was walking on hands and feet. The lights changed, 
and in a moment the traffic was swirling all round the little 
scrap of humanity. 

Thousands of children in India are destitute. A lot of them 
need medical attention. Many are living as best they can on 
the streets usually by begging or scavenging. The need is 
great, but there are signs of hope. One of them is in Gwalior, 
a city of about a million, some 200 miles south of Delhi. 

The Gwalior Children's Hospital was opened in 1998 to 
provide for the poor and needy children of the area. It was 
the brainchild of Dr B K Sharma, a Paediatric Surgeon from 
India working with NHS in Midlands in U.K. He and his wife, 
who is an anaesthetist, have given generously of their 
income and encouraged others to do the same, to establish 
the children's hospital in his home town. It is more than a 
children's hospital. It provides clinics and medical care free 
of charge for the poorest of the poor in Gwalior, its slums, 
rural and remote areas through its rural health centres and 
mobile clinics too. 981 children have been adopted and are 
being provided for through this charity, which also runs a 
school for special need for such poor children. 

It is a beacon of light in a sometimes dark landscape. 

The urgent need now is to establish an orphanage with a 
rehabilitation and training centre for street children. I invite 
your support. I have seen for myself the difference we can 
make. You can be sure that every pound will be put to good 
use. Your pound can do far more in India than in the UK. For 
example, just £250 once and/or £10 a month will provide 
shelter, food, education and health care for a child in need. 
All donations are tax exempted in U.K., U.S.A. and India as 
per tax rules in the country. Your donation in U.K. as Gift Aid 
will enable the Charity to reclaim tax on your donation. 
Please pass on this request for support to everyone. Any 
help, however little it may be will be appreciated and helps 
to provide a life with love and happiness to such a child in 
desperate need. You can use this form to send your 
donation. You can donate on line too. 

Just visit our website: 
www.gwalior.hospital.care4free.net 
and click on donate. 

Thank you! The Rev. John Bradley. 

Gwalior Children's Hospital Regd. Charity no. 1063694 

For further details: 

Tel: 01922 629842 Fax: 01922 632942 

Email: gwalior.hospital@care 4 free.net 


You can make a difference 

VOLUNTEERS 

WANTED 

A few days to any number of years. 

Doctors, nurses, technicians, social workers (all 
healthcare personnel) and teachers willing to work with 
compassion & dedication to help poor disabled and 
destitute children. 

STUDENTS AND TRAINEES ARE WELCOME TO 
GAIN WORK EXPERIENCE 

For further details contact: Dr. B. K. Sharma 
Gwalior Hospital & Education Charity, 

14 Magdalene Road, Walsall WSi 3TA (UK) 

Tel: 01922 629842 Fax: 01922 632942 

Why not visit our web site? 

www.disabled-children-india.org 




GWALIOR 

CHILDRENS' 

HOSPITAL 


1 $ Please help us 
help them! 


enclose £250 / £120 / £ to help these orphaned and disabled 

lildren. Please make cheques payable to Gwalior Childrens 
ospital Charity. c/l 

and / or 

jromise to pay Gwalior Childrens Hospital a sum of £. 

pounds) each year or each month from 

I further notice. Please debit my account no. 

ortcode bank / bldg, society's address... 


..OR Please debit my 


witch / Master / Visa / Amex / Diners club / CAF Card • 

Card no - Expiry date 

ssue no.($witch only) 


gnature... 


‘ide Fullname Address... 


ostCode Tel.no... 

Email 


...Fax no.. 


ease return to — 

he Rev. John Bradley, Patron. 

Gwalior Childrens Hospital Charity, 

4, Magdalene Road, Walsall, West Midlands. WSI 3TA 

e«e fill in or delete as appropriate. Would you like a receipt! Yes /No 

kk here [ ], if you would like Gwalior Childrens Hospital to reclaim the tax you have paid, 
making your this aid any future donations as gift aid donations. 
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The Hawthorns 


- Gracious Retirement Living 


The Hawthorns 


"gracious (Retirement Living" 

means relaxed Independent retirement living, with support 
services such as activities, excursions, live-in managers, 
housekeeping and many more! 

For more information, call us today! 


The Children’s Society works with society’s most marginalised children and 
>ung people. Giving these children hope and a brighter future depends on the 
generosity of our supporters - people like you. 

A legacy will ensure that your memory lives on in every child who turns to 
The Children’s Society for help. 


For details or advice on leaving a legacy or making 
your Will, call our Supporter Action Line on 

0845 3QO 1128 


or write to Ropinder Gill at 

The Children’s Society, Edward Rudolf House, 
Margery Street, London, WC1X OJL 


Charity Registration No. 221124 


The 

Children’s 

Society 


A Voluntary Society of The Church of Englar 


V 
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Children's books 
Music 

Greeting cards 
Worship resources 


©al titles 

mmm. 


BOOKSHOP 

31 Great Smith Street 
London SW1P 3BN 


An unusual gift 

An unusual gift for a book lover Lost In I he Bush and Did Billy's 
child this Christmas is Charley The Enchanted Valley on the 
Chimneysweep And Sooty. bookshelves. 

It was written and illustrated by Bruce is a member of the Mouth And 

Bruce Peardon, an artist who paints Foot Painting Artists group, which 
with his mouth. It has just been has launched his latest work, 

reprinted and joins Bruce's other For details contact the group on 020 
best selling books Teddy's Night 7229 4491. 














jo< 1 








Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 


A Reason To Celebrate 


Over the past 10 years, Celebrating 
Common Prayer has established 
itself as the best-loved Daily Office 
book in the Anglican Church. 

It's mission was to introduce a structure to 
daily prayer that was evident during 
Sunday Services, but all too often lacking 
on other days. 

Originally published as a 700-page volume 
it proved immensely popular in churches, 
with many parishes basing their Daily 
Office around it's structure. 

One of the best things about Celebrating 
Common Prayer was that many people 
liked to take it with them wherever they 
went, so that structured prayer could be 
incorporated into daily life. 

However, the standard edition was a little 
heavy for some people, especially as a 
Bible was needed as well, because only 
Bible references were supplied, not actual 
text. 


There was clearly a need for a smaller 
version. Thus, the pocket edition was born. 
Small enough to fit into a pocket, handbag 
or briefcase, and with Bible readings, this 
quickly won a place in the hearts of many 
Christians, as it was so useful to their 
prayer life. 

Now, this pocket edition has been revised 
to include the Common Worship texts and 
Psalms that are used in the Church of 
England, thus making it even more 
essential. 

Not only is there a pocket edition, which is 
priced at only £9-99, there is a beautiful 
presentation edition at £30.00. This has a 
leatherette cover and comes complete 
with a slipcase. With Christmas just 
around the corner, this would make an 
ideal gift for a minister or family member. 
Celebrating Common Prayer is available 
from all good Christian booksellers. 
Available from November. 




Inspirational reading 
from SPCK 


SPCK Registered Charity No. 231144 Tel: 020 7643 0382 WWW.Spck.Org.uk 


THE PARISH NOTES 1948-1982 

REV. OLIVER WILLMOTT 
Vol 1 Yours Reverently 1948-1953 
Vol 2 The Parson Knows 1953-1968 
Vol 3 The Vicar Calls 1968-1982 

The Coronation Service at Old Sarum July 1953 

“A coachload of 31 Mothers’ Union members attended the Coronation service at Old 
Sarum. En route they stopped at Heaven’s Gate, the beauty-spot 
overlooking Longleat, where Bishop Ken wrote ‘Glory to Thee, my God, this night.’ 
Here was a wooden seat, and when the announcement was made that the old people 
might have the first refusal of it, there were suddenly no old people." 

Damian Thompson - The Daily Telegraph 
‘Amazing ... not their quantity, but their consistent quality.’ 

Ed Perkins - The Bournemouth Daily Echo 
An acquired taste ... by the end you are chuckling quietly with him.’ 

£1 1 each; £25 the set 

Bishop Street Press, 8 Bishop Street, Shrewsbury SY2 5HA. 
Tel: 01743 343718 E-mail: mcbwillmott@lineone.net 


Soul Space 
by Margaret Silf 

Make sure you choose the 
retreat to suit you with this 
guide for first-time retreaters 
and those who want to get 
more out of a retreat. 

“Once again Margaret Silf 
comes up with a little gem ” 
Reform Magazine 
£9.99 


Nearer than 
Breathing 
by Melvyn Matthews 

With these reflections Melvyn 
Matthews aims to release in us 
an awareness of the immediacy 
of God’s presence, and to 
recognise that God is truly 
‘nearer than breathing, closer 
than hands and feet’ . £8.99 


JGHTHOUSE 

BOOKSHOP 




God’s Word for All 

40 High Street 
Highworth, 

Wiltshire SN6 7AQ 

(Seekers Light Trust charity reg 289860) 

Tel/fax: 01 793 763337 

Christian books, Bibles, Greetings Cards, 
Audio, Video, Software and Gift Items. 


Do you know 
a Blind or 
Partially 
Sighted Person? 


If so, have you heard 
of St Cecilia's Guild 
for the Blind? 


The Guild has an established Cassette 
Library of over 400 religious books of 
interest to both Catholics and Non- 
Catholics. Our object is to make available 
to the blind and partially sighted a broad 
selection of Christian Literature. The 
Library is a free service. 

Full information may be obtained from: 

SR CLARE MANNING 
ST CECILIA'S GUILD FOR THE BLIND 
ST JOSEPH'S, WATFORD WAY, HENDON 
LONDON NW4 4TY 
TELEPHONE: (020) 8202 5749 
(Office Hours: Monday-Thursday I0am-4pm) 
Registered Charity No. 245409 


The Chancellor of Wells Cathedral 
& the Cathedral Shop staff 

Request the pleasure of your 
company at the annual 


.On Thursday 21st November A 

6.00 p.m. until 7.30 p.m. 

Seasonal Refreshments and 20% discount 
RSVP 01749 672773 by November 22nd 


Sit 9930 

ART S CRAFT SHOP 
Christian Bookshop Dept. 


Bibles : Cards : Books : Gifts 
Music Books : Church & Candles 
Leading Bible Reading Notes 
Sunday School Aids 
House Group Studies 


27 High Street, Dorchester DTI 1 UP 
TelH>130^6444^Fax^l3()^50675 ^ ^ 1 * 
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Promoting Religion and Learning 


The Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge 
(SPCK) has been 
publishing resources for 
students and teachers of 
the Bible since 1698. 

The founder of SPCK Thomas 
Bray, and his colleagues, set 
out 

their aim: to counteract "the 
growth of vice and 
immorality (which) is greatly 
owing to the gross ignorance 
of the principles of the 
Christian religion" and "to 
promote religion and 
learning in the plantations 
abroad". 

Much energy went into 
producing and distributing 
Christian literature, much of 
it being tracts on the Bible, 
and knowledge received 
from scripture. Thomas Bray 
was a parish priest, author, 
prison reformer 
and ecclesiastical 
commissary for the colony of 
Maryland. Above all he was a 
tireless promoter of the 
Christian faith. 

Today this work goes on: 1 ) 
in the distribution of Bibles 
and supporting literature 


through SPCK's bookshop 
chain; 2 ) the publishing 
programme which is filled 
with books on Bible study, 
New Testament 
reading, theology and 
resources for Christian 
-worship 3 ) the work 
overseas of SPCK Worldwide, 
which gives grants to 
Christian publication, 
communication and 
theological education 
projects in many developing 
countries. 

A new series of books for 
students is expanding in 
2002 - the ‘Exploring 1 books. 
'Exploring the New 
Testament: The Letters and 
Revelation' is just published 
as volume 2 , and follows 
volume 1 'Introducing the 
Gospels and Acts'. This will 
be followed by 
4 volumes on the Old 
Testament, starting with the 
Prophets. All these books are 
by leading scholars with a 
gift for communicating to 
students. They are pitched 
for students at A level or 
university 

theology courses, or 
seminaries and ministry 


training courses. 

Another major series which 
is developing during the 
course of the year is Tom 
Wright's 'For Everyone' 
collection. By October 2002 
the four gospels will be 
covered by the two volumes 
on John. A further volume 
on Paul's Prison Letters 
(Galatians/Thessalonians/Co 
lossians & 

Philemon) is out in the same 
month. The New Testament 
will be covered further as we 
go into 2003 , and the Old 
Testament will follow in time. 
Plaudits for these versatile 
guides have been many: '...if 
you wish to meet afresh the 
Jesus who broke into 
people's lives while on earth. 
I heartily recommend these 
guides to you' Christian 
Herald. 

Look out also for John 
Court's interesting study on 
the cross references that 
exist within the New 
Testament to writers and 
texts of the Old Testament. 
'New Testament Writers and 
the Old Testament' is out in 
August. SPCK has something 
for everyone in this field. 


Bibles and other 
Christian Literature 


in 75 different languages 
are available now from 
NO FRONTIERS. 

We have Bibles, New 
Testaments, Children’s 
books etc. Please contact: 
No Frontiers, P0 Box 38 
HASTINGS TN341GN 

Tel: 01424 4267B8 

Email: nofrontiers@kingsway.co.uk 
Website: www.nofrontiers.com 
Fax: 01424 202529 


This 168 page book may save 
your life or that of a loved one. 

THE HEALING POWER 
OFTHE HOLY SPIRIT 

Dr. Garrie F. Williams 

Carefully researched. Well 
documented spiritually and 
medically. True life stories 
of hope and healing. 
Only £12 with free postage. 

Ii irlir |linll2ll III m 

www.triiiiipBwerninistriK.can 


Catne Christian 
Booksho p 

16 Phelps Parade, Caine, Wilts SN11 0HA 
Su p p liers of : 

• Christian Books • Bibles 

• Hymn Books 

• Sunday School Teaching Aids 
• Sunday School Prizes 

• Scripture Greeting Cards 
• Records • Cassettes & CD's 

* Posters ♦ Videos 

Christmas Cards, Calenders & Diaries 

- NOW AVAILABLE - 

Church Bookstalls and Book agents welcome 

Tel: 01249 760398 

Op ening Hours : 

Tues: 9.45 - 1.30, Wed: 9.45 - 1.30, 
Thurs: 9.45 - 1.30, Fri: 9.45 - 1.30, 

Sat: 10.00 - 12.30 
Registered Chanty No. 298889 



SARUM 

College 


BOOKSHOP 


Specialists in new & 
second-hand theological books 

Over 7000 titles in stock 
Free postal service for UK customers 
on all new books 
All books in print supplied 

Open 

Mon - Fri 9 - 5 Sat 9 - 4 

19 The Close, Salisbury, Wilts SP1 2EE 
Tel: 01722 326899 Fax: 01722 338508 
Email: bookshop@sarum.ac.uk 
www.sarum.ac.uk/bookshop 



Christians & Computers 

Encouraging Bible Study 

£30 - "ONLINE" Bible (Euro) Windows Millennium Edition 

A complete Bible Study Workshop 
May be set up in English, Dutch, French, German, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Russian or Ukrainian 
An Ideal Gift for all Christians - Ministers, Preachers, Lecturers, 
Bible/Theology Students, Journalists 
Over 60+ Bibles (15 English; Hebrew/Greek, 30+ Missionary Languages); 
A Library of Commentaries, Books & Articles; Concordance, Dictionaries, 
Lexicons, Maps, Charts & Vast Study Resources. 

Also, the Seven AGES Library CDs (Windows) 

Spurgeon, £30; Calvin, £30; Digital Library7, £35; Ref: Hist 2, £40; 
(New) Gill, £15; Owen, £15; Pink,£15 

Timperley Evangelical Trust 

Tel: 0161 374 1089 or email: olb@tetrust.org Web: www.tetrust.org 
183 Wythenshawe Road, Manchester M23 OAD 
Please make cheque payable to TET 



NEW! Common Worship Edition of 

CELEBRATING COMMON PRAYER 

It's hard to believe that the original edition of Celebrating Common Prayer is nearly ten years old. 
Much has changed in the Church over the last decade, and it is high time that we updated the much -loved 
pocket edition of this Daily Office book. 

The most important change to the new pocket version is that it uses Common Worship Texts and Psalms, 
so you need never be out of step with your place of worship. 

Most of all, we've listened to the users and strived to produce an edition that will fit snugly into your 
pocket so that you can use it wherever you go. 

Perhaps the only thing that hasn't changed is the price. At £9.99 the pocket version represents stunning 
value for money. The slip-cased Presentation Edition at £30.00 would make a great gift for a loved one, 
minister or for you! 

Celebrating Common Prayer is compiled by David Standiffe, Bishop of Salisbury and 
Brother Tristam SSF 

Pocket Version: 0826465293 £9.99 hardback 

Presentation Version: 0826465285 £30.00 hardback 


Table Of Contents: 

The Calendar; The Office; Morning and Night 
Prayers; Additional Canticles; Prayers and Praises; 
Occasional Services; The Christian Year; Table of 
Movable Feasts; Scripture Index; Psalm Index 


Available from SPCK, Church House, Faith House, Mowbray's Margaret Street, 
St Denys' Manchester and all good booksellers 



continuum 

LONDON • NEW YORK 
www.continuumbooks.com 


In case of difficulty, you can order direct from 
Orca Book Services, Tel: 01 202 665432, 
e-mail: orders@orcabookservices.co.uk 
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Time of your life 

— 


Counting down the 






THE postcards and posters, one for each week of Advent,are in 
full colour. They were painted by the Newbury artist Paul 
Forset and are based on the prophecies of Isaiah. The cards 
have a simple prayer and the relevant Bible text on the back. 


days till Christmas 


ADVENT can be a season 
that is fraught with activity 
and busyness. We can often 
arrive at Christmas day hav- 
ing forgotten what the real 
celebration is about. The 
Sharing Life through Advent 
home pack gives ideas for 
how the whole family can 
make the important count 
down to Christmas more 
meaningful and exciting. 

Drawing on the themes of 
story, symbol, sharing and 
remembering the home pack 
costs £3.50 and includes: 

• A set of four postcards 
(small replicas of the artwork 
on the posters for churches) 
which could be sent as 
Christmas cards. They each 
have a prayer and a Bible ref- 
erence on the back. 

• A set of adult reflective 
notes 

• A sheet of ideas for use by 
the whole family with sug- 
gested themes to explore 
together, ideas for praying 
together and practical things 
to make and do. 

The ideas in the family 
pack are designed to go 
alongside the lighting of a 
candle each day of Advent as 
a focus for reflection and 
prayer by individuals or fam- 
ilies, and to mark the passing 
of time to Christmas. The 
candle might be an Advent 


candle or a candle bought 
specially to be burnt during 
Advent. 

And a church pack too 

For churches there is also a 
Sharing Life through Advent 
pack (£8 which includes: 

• A set of four A3 posters. 

• A matching set of four 
postcards as above. 

• A set of teaching notes 
including ideas for use in 
church during the lighting of 
the Advent candles. 

• Four session outlines for 
use in children’s Sunday 
groups. 

• Four outlines for reflective 
worship in schools. 

• Adult notes for personal 
reflection. 

• Ideas for using the pictures 
and candles with families in 
the home. 

It is hoped that churches 
will use the posters and read- 
ings on the four Sundays of 
Advent, but will also encour- 
age members of the congre- 
gation to buy the ‘home 
pack’ and to continue indi- 
vidual or family reflections 
during the week. 

For more information and to 

order a pack contact Jenny 
Hyson, Diocesan Children's 
Adviser, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB 
(01865 208255). 


New look year book 


THE 2003 Oxford Diocesan 
Year Book is now available. 
For the first time it includes 
an illustration on the front 
cover, an image of a 
Crucifix in wood and clay, 
by Peruvian artist, 
Edilberto Merida. The list 
of Bishops of Oxford has 
also been restored by popu- 
lar request. 

The Year Book costs £10 and 
can be ordered and paid for by 
credit or debit card online at 
www.oxford.anglican.org or 
by telephoning 01865 
208293 or use the form below. 

You can also use the form to 
below to order the Convention 
CDRom which includes 
keynote addresses as well 
as highlights from semi- 



nars, concerts and work- 
shops. The CD is only £3 
(£5.00 overseas). Order 
online at www.oxford.angli- 
can.org/convendon 


| Order your CDRom or Year Book here 

! Nape: j 

i Address: 

[ Post Code: j 

! Contact No. / E-mail: 

! 1 I 

[ Card No. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ 

• Expiry Date: / 

! Card Type: VISA SWITCH MASTERCARD SOLO 
i Number of CDs /Year Books required: 

i The name and address must be that of the cardholder. 
i Please make cheques payable to 'Oxford Diocesan Publications' 

! Post the form to The Finance Dept, Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd, | 
[ Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB 



TANK Winter 

MUSEUM Lecture 


Museum opens at 6pm and the 
lectures start at 7pm 

Ticket enquires to David Butt. 
Tickets for each lecture cost £10pp 
and include the museum, 
talk and refreshments 


• Thursday 28th November - 
Professor Richard Holmes 
talking on 'The Western 
Front Revisited* 

Richard Holmes is a specialist and author in 
Military History, he has worked with the 
BBC to produce fascinating documentaries 
examining historical warfare. 

• Thursday 23rd January 2003 - 
Antony Beevor talking on 
'Stalingrad and Berlin' 

Antony, a world renowned author, has written 
four novels and six works of non-fiction. The m 
British edition of Stalingrad was a number 
one bestseller. ^ 

• Thursday 27th February 2003 - 
David Fletcher talking on 
'The Invention of the Tank' 

Resident Staff member at the Tank Museum 
David Fletcher is well known as a writer on tank 
history and also for his many TV appearances. 

The Tank Museum §jg 

Bovington, Dorset, BH20 6JG^ 
www.tankmuseum.co.uk* 

Tel: 01929 405096 
Fax: 01929 405360 
info@tankmuseum.co.uk _ 


After seven years Andrew is moving up a gear 



THE Oxford Diocese has a 
new Parish Development 
Advisor for Buckinghamshire 
- Andrew Gear. Fie starts his 
new role on 1 January 2003. 

Andrew has been Diocesan 
Youth Adviser for over seven 
years and will continue in it 
alongside his new job. He said 
of the post: ‘Much of the work 
that I have been engaged with 
has been helping churches to 
think about the future in terms 
of work with young people. 
However I have come to 


realise that many of the issues v 
are the same regardless of age 
and it is how we respond that 
will differ. I am excited at the 
prospect of working with 
churches in Buckinghamshire 
and exploring together how 
the local church responds to 
the challenges of Sharing Life.’ 
Andrew is married to 
Lindsey and has one daughter 
Gemma. He has also been 
selected to train for ordina- 
tion through St Albans and 
Oxford Ministry Course. 


Chocolate and orange souffle for Autumn 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 


ONCE again Autumn is with us. With so lit- 
tle rain in the earlier part of this season the 
colours of the trees are still surprisingly 
green, but as I write this well in advance of 
November, things may have changed by the 
time you read this column. The 5 November 
firework parties will soon be upon us. 
Chocolate is always a favourite ingredient in 
puddings and when I came across this choco- 
late and orange souffle in one of my many 
cookery files it seemed a good one for this 
season. It's a bit fussy to make but well 
worth the effort. It can be made in a souffle 
dish with a collar round it so it stands above 
the dish - or you can just pour it into a pret- 
ty glass bowl and decorate the top. 

Ingredients 

7oz - 200gm good quality plain chocolate 

3 whole eggs 

2 eggs separated 

3oz, 75gm castor sugar 

finely grated zest and juice of one large 

orange 

2 fluid oz - 55ml of water 

lpkt powdered gelatine 11.7gm size 

3fl oz - 75ml double cream and some cream 

rosettes 

Method 

Lightly beat the double cream until floppy 
but not thick. Soak the gelatine in the 
orange juice and water and dissolve in a cup 


thoroughly by placing in a pan of hot water 
or alternatively place for a minute or two in 
a microwave. Put the two egg yolks and 
three whole eggs in a large mixing bowl and 
place it over a pan of hot water. Whisk with 
rotary whisk until thick and creamy. Move 
the bowl and in*, another bowl melt the 
chocolate over the hot water stirring till 
smooth, blend in the grated orange zest. 
Fold in this mixture into the egg mixture 
with the orange juice and gelatine. Whisk 
the remaining two egg whites, not too stiffly 
and fold in the chocolate mix in a figure of 
eight motion. Finally fold in the softly 
whipped cream. Pour into the souffle dish or 
glass bowl and decorate with some grated 
chocolate and the cream rosettes. Leave to 
set. Bon Appetite! 
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Wallingford’s art adventure will 
help to support ancient churches 


Presenting the case for and against God 

The Bishop of Oxford's book God Outside the Box has been reviewed by two people from different church traditions 


A COLOURFUL project using 
the talent of many artists is set 
to raise several thousand 
pounds to benefit two historic 
churches in Wallingford. 

Led by their chairman, Ray 
Johnson, the ‘Friends of St 
Mary’s and St Leonard’s 
Churches in Wallingford’ are in 
the concluding stages of the 
innovative ‘Pre-Advent Art 
Adventure 2002’. 

‘During the early part of this 
year I wrote to more the 150 
artists,’ says Ray. ‘I asked if they 
would give an original painting 
in any medium which we would 
frame and, in November raffle in 
St Mary’s Church. Soon I had 
responses from all over the UK, 
from France, Holland, even as 
far afield as Saudi Arabia.’ 

Many artists had never even 
heard of Wallingford but were 


excited by the idea and about 
150 paintings large and small, 
like the one pictured below, 
have arrived. Every medium has 
been represented from water- 
colour to collage. ‘We have many 
pictures of considerable value’ 
said Ray. 

Tickets cost a minimum of £35 
and each wins a painting as ticket 
sales are limited to the number 
of pictures. The paintings will 
be numbered at random by a 
well known VIP at 8pm on 22 
November after being exhibited 
in St Mary’s during the day. ‘If 
we sell all our tickets we will 
add more than £4000 to our 
funds and so continue our work 
in preserving the fabric of each 
church for the future’, Ray said. 

Tickets for the Art Adventure raffle 
are available from Mrs Mavis Bolton, 
7 Wigod Way, Wallingford, 0X10 8 AL. 


‘APOLOGETICS is the lowest 
form of Christian life’, 
Richard Harries was told by 
his teacher Donald 
MacKinnon. Unlike many 
apologists, the Bishop, in his 
new book, God Outside the 
Box , really listens to the critics 
of Christianity and takes their 
objections seriously - so much 
so that at times he may seem a 
better advocate for the prose- 
cution than for the defence. 
Yet, questioning, as the Bishop 
makes clear, is not incompati- 
ble with a confident faith. 

The book covers a wide range of 
topics. It is divided into five parts, 
each with several short chapters. 
The Bishop deals with The case 
against God’, ‘Difficulties in belief, 
The case against religion’, The 
case against Christianity’, and 
Towards a spirituality for today.’ 

‘Is Christianity relevant to the 
successful members of an affluent 
society?’ is one of many interest- 
ing questions discussed. In 
response to David Starkey’s com- 
plaint that Christianity as a 
morality of denial is irrelevant to 
a world of superfluity, Richard 
Harries, whilst well aware of 
poverty here and abroad, recog- 
nises that a large number of peo- 
ple enjoy the world of the colour 
supplements. Should they be 
made to feel guilty or is 
Christianity only a religion for 
wimps? Should the Church criti- 
cise die consumerism encouraged 
by advertisements or bless it and 
encourage people to be thankful 
for the good things of life? 

To many Christianity appears 
life denying and obsessed with 
sin and sexual immorality. Many 
new spiritual movements, by 
contrast, assume the self is 


divine and that the purpose of 
spiritual practice is to recover 
our original purity. Yet, as the 
Bishop points out, the second 
century theologian Irenaeus said 
that God came to share our 
human life so that we might 
share God’s divine life. Sadly the 
depth and mystery of the faith 
has been obscured by over-stri- 
dent and narrow versions of 
Christianity. 

The headlines that this book 
has attracted about God as femi- 
nine showed the abysmal theo- 
logical ignorance of reporters and 
those who talked to them rather 
than the dangerous modernism, 
or liberalism, of the Bishop. 

Will devout sceptics read the 
book? I hope so. Certainly it 
should encourage questioning 
Christians to hang on in the 
church. I hope the faithful will 
read it to become more sensi- 
tive to the difficulties of those, 
who have no time for church- 
going. But besides helping 
Christians.to communicate the 
faith more effectively in a fast 
changing society, the book also 
is a call to them to reflect ever 
more deeply on the Divine 
Mystery revealed in Jesus Christ. 
It would be a challenging book 
for Lent groups to discuss. 

The book is full of relevant 
quotations and references 
which give evidence of the 
breadth of Richard Harries’ 
reading. I wish there was an 
index to make it easier to bor- 
row some of these quotations 
for my own sermons! 

Marcus Braybrooke 

The Revd Marcus Braybrooke is 

Vicar of the Baldons and Nuneham 
Courtenay and President of the World 
Congress of Faiths. 


EVERY generation needs its 
Christian apologists as the 
case against the Church and 
the Christian Faith changes 
subtly with the tides of histo- 
ry. Given also the statistical 
and anecdotal evidence of an 
accelerating drift away from 
traditional expressions of 
Church and we have two 
very good reasons for pub- 
lishing God outside the Box. 

Richard Harries, the Bishop 
of Oxford, draws his readers 
into an elegantly structured 
presentation of the current 
positions of both prosecution 
and defence in the case 
against God and the Church. 
This is a brave book for a 
post 9/1 1 generation and 
Harries doesn't buck the 
hard questions, including 
what he calls ‘the biggest of 
all: suffering and the God of 
love’. 

Written for those hanging 
on by their fingertips in the 
Church, it addresses people 
sympathetic to a spiritual 
view of life, who have strong 
values, a concern for self 
development but who find 
many of the beliefs and 
assumptions of the Christian 
faith unhelpful, even objec- 
tionable. 

Bishop Richard’s ability to 
pluck the juiciest of quota- 
tions and stories from a mas- 
sive breadth of literature, 
ancient and modern, is truly 
impressive. The eloquent and 
sometimes ferocious theodi- 
cal protests of those who 
have become in recent years 
‘the usual suspects’ - Louis 
de Bernieres, A.N.Wilson, 


Richard Dawkins and David 
Starkey, to name but four - 
are registered and addressed 
with vigour. But alongside 
those voices we hear the 
refreshing insights of people 
as diverse as Nick Hornby, 
R.S.Thomas and Simone 
Weil, with Stevie Smith cited 
as ‘someone exemplifying the 
theme of this book’. 

God outside the Box is not 
long at 174 pages. The for- 
mat, although compellingly 
readable, is scholarly rather 
than popular as it skilfully 
contextualises scripture and 
the Gospel message. 

It is true, I suspect, that 
many believers struggle in our 
age of micro precision with 
what seems to be the extraor- 
dinarily blunt instrument of 
Christian theology. They find 
it hard to explain what they 
believe and why. If this book 
promotes some robust and 
timely apologetic thinking 
among Christians, causes 
those ‘on the edge’ to think 
again, and informs contem- 
porary Christian preachers 
and communicators, it will 
have achieved something 
timely and significant. 

Mark Rudall 

The Revd Mark Rudall is Chairman 
of the Churches 7 Media Trust and 
Assistant Curate in the Wallingford 
Team Ministry. He has also worked 
for Tearfund. 



Pray for World Mission at St Andrew’stide 

Traditionally the Church uses this time of the year to pray for 
world mission and the mission agencies produce a leaflet to 
help churches in this task. It contains material for public wor- 
ship as well as information about the agencies. The leaflet is 
available from the PWM Office (please enclose a sae) or can be 
received electronically from pwm@c-of-e.org.uk 
Partnership for World Mission, Partnership House, 157 Waterloo Road, London, SE1 8 XA 
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There will be an exhibition 
of lettering and stone carving 
by the well known sculptors 
Fiona and Alec Peever at St 
Giles’ Church, Oxford from 
4 to 20 November. The 
hours are noon until 2pm on 
weekdays and 2 to 5pm at 
weekends. 


Faith journeys beyond the churches - what do they look like? 


A frequent assumption within 
the Church is that people who 
leave the Church are also leav- 
ing the faith. In a Churchless 
Faith Alan Jamieson challenges 
this assumption. He limits his 
participant group to the type of 
church he knows best from his 
involvement as a pastor in a 
large Baptist church. He 
describes this group as ‘evan- 
gelical, pentecostal, charismat- 
ic’ (EPC), though freely admit- 
ting that evangelical has 
become an umbrella term for 


wide ranging, theologically and 
culturally distinct groups. He 
points out that it is this group 
of churches that have seen 
enormous expansion world- 
wide since the 1960’s. Using 
stories of the churches and the 
churches leavers, Alan 
Jamieson has woven a very 
interesting picture to explain 
some of the reasons why com- 
mitted Christians leave their 
churches. Far from rejecting 
their faith, Jamieson asserts 
that it is not a lack of belief that 


motivates people to leave the 
church, but rather disillusion- 
ment with the church. 

Jamieson attempts to answer 
three basic questions: 

1. Can the church understand 
the rationale behind the deci- 
sions of committed Christians 
to leave the Church? 

2. Can such an understanding 
help equip Church leaders to 
support potential Church 
leavers? 

3. What clues are the leavers 
providing which will help the 


Church to understand these 
emerging communities of faith? 

Chapters 1-7 set out to pro- 
vide a framework for under- 
standing the issues surrounding 
church leavers who are not 
faith levers. The final four 
chapters attempt to provide 
resources for leavers and 
Churches. This is a very posi- 
tive book which should prove 
helpful to those of us involved 
in Christian ministry who see a 
gap in the role the Church is 
playing in supporting church 


leavers as they continue their 
journey of faith outside tradi- 
tional church communities. 

Anne Lee 


Anne Lee is an academic psycholo- 
gist teaching and working in Oxford. 





CONNECT 

TWO 

Register for single, widowed 
and unattached Christians 
seeking friends, companion 
or future partner. 

Tel: 01604 643663 

E-mail: 

connecttwo 20 oo@hotmail.com 


Cross Stitch 

Your Church, 
Christian and 
Christmas Kits 

In 8,11,14 Aida. 
Chart/kit from photo 

A5 S.a.e. for details:- 

Paget Designs 

Suite 7(cp), 
Grovemere House, 
Beckingham Street 
Tolleshunt Major 
Essex CM9 8LZ 
www.pagetdesigns.co.uk 

Tel: 01621 868867 


Watches Wanted 

Cents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 


LOOKING FOR COUNSELLING? 

Contact 

STELLA DOERING Dip.Couns. (CSCT) 

Short or long term counselling (all age groups) 
BACP Code of Ethics 

Free Initial Consultation 

Telephone: 01993 708194 


FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

(012341 325S31 


FUNDRAISERS 

Help us to help abused and severely disabled children. 
Must have own transport and phone. Excellent earnings. 

Contact:- 

01923 241184 or 0208 845 8185 

Reg. Charity No. 1056701 
www.childrenscharter.org.uk 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP b UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 

MMJpB 

in 

Ideal Christmas gifts by mail order. 
Tor a brochure, 

Tel/fax: 01520 755231 or file to 
The Old Schoolhouse, Arrino, 
StrOthcarron, W Ross tY$4 8XU 
email: schoolhouse@arrino.feworld.co.uk 




National 

Fruit Specialists^ 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft and (many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 

Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of Special Offers 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

Email: deacons. nursery® 
btopenworld 
com 


SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 

fsiltd@aol.com 


Chesham, Bucks 

Team Rector P.A. 

• Requiring good administration, I.T. and people skills 
• Member of a varied and lively staff team 
Full time (or 30 s hours a week) 

C of E Board of Finance Salary Scale 

Details from: 

Roger Salisbury, The Rectory, 

Church Street, Chesham, Bucks HP 5 iHY 

Tel: 01494 783629 

rsalisbury@greatchesham.freeserve.co.uk 
<mailto:rsalisbury@greatchesham.freeserve.co.uk> 
closing date 15 November 2002 


Witney Team Parish 

Need an 

ORGANIST 

To play at Holy Trinity Church as Director of Music. He/she will be Deputy 
Director of Music to the Parish. Duties will include playing at the 10:45am 
Sunday service (usually Common Worship Eucharist, with" regular Family 
service) and at midweek choir practice. Ability to assist in choir training 
helpful, as we have a thriving mixed choir. 2 Manual recently restored pipe 
organ. You will be playing music from a variety of styles. 
Honorarium £2,000 p.a., plus wedding and funeral fees. 

Contact far more details: 

Warden, Mrs Lorna Whitehouse, 

7 New Yatt Road, WITNEY, Oxon 0X28 1NU. 

Email: LornaW@dial.pipex.com <mailto:LornaW@dial.pipex.com> 






St Mary the Virgin, Kirtington, 
Oxfordshire 

Organist Wanted 

We are praying for a musician, who will be our 
organist, and lead an enthusiastic village church 
choir. He/she will be a committed Christian, a 
team player, and comfortable with traditional 
and contemporary music, and yes, we do pay you! 

Please contact: The Revd Derek Walker, The Rectory, 
Alchester Road, Chesterton, Oxon 0X26 1UW. 
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Tel: 01869 369815 

email: akemanbenefice@yahoo.com 


J 




World Church 
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hope 


unjud* current estimate of the 
number of people worldwide 
who are living with HIV/AIDS is 
40 million - an overwhelming 
and horrifying figure. Yet the 
good news is that it is possible to 
reverse the rising trend, and to 
aim at ultimately achieving a 
generation free from AIDS. 

HIV spreads rapidly where 
countries lack the resources to 
educate people, especially young 
people, about how to avoid it, or 
when they refuse to talk about 
the problem. As a result, many 
churches and faith-based organ- 
isations around the 
world have taken 
up the challenge to 
care for people who 
are already affect- 
ed by the virus, to 
combat the stigma 
that it so often car- 
ries, and to run edu- 
cation pro- 

grammes. 

Working with local 
communities they 
are well placed to 
enable people who 
are HIV positive to 
live happy and 
fruitful lives after 
their diagnosis by 
offering basic 
healthcare and 
helping them to earn a living and 
regain their self-respect. And 
groups of young people in 
churches and schools are them- 
selves hearing the message 
about HIV and passing it on - 
often in very imaginative ways. 

In Uganda, with the HIV/AIDS 
team from Youth With A 
Mission, which receives financial 
support from Christian Aid, I 
watched members of a school 
AIDS club act out a play about 
the danger of HIV. The message 
that there is no cure for 


HIV/AI DS, but that it is possible 
to avoid it, came over loud and 
clear. 

I also accompanied the same 
team on home visits, and wit- 
nessed the compassion shown to 
Papilio, a young father who was 
close to death, and the care with 
which YWAM workers assured 
his wife and two young children 
of continuing help and support in 
the future. 

In Kinshasa, in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, where war 
has left no money for healthcare 
and education, the country's 
Health Minister 
told me how much 
his government 
valued the work of 
the churches and 
voluntary organi- 
sations on 

HIV/AIDS. And I 
also met his wife 
who has herself 
trained as a volun- 
teer community- 
based healthworker. 

Hope is the cen- 
tral theme of two 
resources from 
Christian Aid 
designed to help 
your church sup- 
port those living 
with HIV/AIDS in 
developing countries through 
prayer and action: Choose Hope, 
the appeal pack endorsed by the 
Bishop of Oxford, and Together 
in Hope and Prayer, a special 
order of service for World AIDS 
Day (Advent Sunday). 

Paula Clifford is a writer and publications 
manager at Christian Aid, and an LLM at St 
Andrew's, North Oxford. Christian Aid works 
to provide hope, health and the chance of a 
decent life to the world's poorest communities, 
whatever their race or religion. To find out more 
about Christian Aid or to make a donation, visit 
our websites at: www.christianaid.org.uk 
www.globalgang.org.uk and www.hsh.co.uk 



Comfort from a YWAM 
worker for Papilio and 
(below) another YWAM 
worker, Andrew Enumu, 
talks to Esther (wife of 
Papilio) and her children 
Angulo and Helen. 



A golden Cathedral welcome 

To mark the Queen's Jubilee, the Bishop of Oxford invited 584 people to tea and Evensong at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Each of them had given around 50 years service to the Oxford Diocese. Photographs by Frank Blackwell 





Time for a vintage tea . . . 

BELL RMGMG, church cleaning, flower arranging, emboidering, church 
warden and sacristan duties, playing the organ, directing the choii; clear- 
ing out the gutters - they have done it all and much more. Among our 
golden heroes gathered at Christ Church were: 1. Margaret and Vic Merry 
(centre) from Charlbury and Roy and Edwina Kinch from Steeple Aston. 
2. Jim Langford from Great Shefford talking to the Diocesan Secretary, 
Rosemary Pearce 3 . Peter and Betty Pocock were greeted by the Bishop of 
Oxford 4. The Bishop of Dorchester and Joan Marks (left) and Elizabeth 
Smith. 5.Tea for everyone in the Great Hall at Christ Church. 6. Cynthia 
Kemp and her husband, Christopher, a retired farmer from St John the 
Baptist, Granborough with the Archdeacon of Berkshire. 7 . Ninety-three 
year old Elsie Turfey from St Mary’s Kintbury whose recently fitted pace- 
maker fitted ‘has given me a new lease of life’ meets the Bishop of Reading.’ 
8 . Norah Morgan from Fringford chats to Dr Jo Harries. 9. From St 
Bartholomew’s, Holton came 94-year old Ivy Morgan with her friend, 
Sybil Beaton. 10. Lighting candles during their tour of the Cathedral, from 
Fulbrook near Burford, are (left to right) Joan Smith and Mwyndeg 
Alexander. 11. Edith Dixon (right) from St Andrew’s, South Stoke enjoy- 
ing the Cathedral gardens with Lady Marshall. 12. Admiring a Cathedral 
tomb are (left to right) Pamela Assister from Filkins, Phyllis Lafford from 
Langford, Eileen Wise from Filkins and Ella Kibble from Langford 13 . 
Eighty-two year old Doreen Essex, who has given 58 years of service to St 
Leonard’s Banbury, accompanied by a friend. 





I eadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 


STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 


3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1F1U 
TEL a FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • TCCLESIASTICAL 


PA SYSTEMS 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops * Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. O. Box 1, Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725) 518428 or 

(07889) 247960 
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'Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted’ 

Matthew 5:4 

ACCORDMG to the newspa- 
pers, the present Pope is a man- 
ifold maker of ‘saints’ - more, 
it is said, than any Pope in his- 
tory. In fact, of course, not even 
a Pope can ‘make’ a saint; that 
is a work of God. If I under- 
stand the rather arcane proce- 
dure correcdy, what he does is 
judge that the person in question 
is already a ‘saint’, a model for 
the rest of us and one who has 
been a channel for God’s grace. 

That is one meaning of the 
word ‘saint’ but it’s not the same 
as the one we usually find in the 
New Testament. Here, all 
Christian believers are ‘saints’ 
(see Romans 1:7; 2 Corinthians 
1:1; Philippians 1:1), though 
sometimes they are described as 
‘called to be saints’, on the jour- 
ney towards being in fact what 
God already sees them as being. 
It is in that sense that we cele- 
brate the Festival of All Saints in 
the Church of England, as a 
time when we remember before 
God and give thanks for the 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


lives of all those we have known 
and loved who, however falter- 
ingly, have walked the pathway 
of faith. 

The Gospel for All Saints Day 
is the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1- 
12), one verse of which heads 
this column. It is typical of the 
rest - an almost shocking exam- 
ple of paradox. The Greek 
word for ‘blessed’ is makarios 
(yes, the name of that rather 
odd archbishop-president of 
Cyprus after the War), and the 
word also means ‘happy’. Well, 
there’s precious little ‘happy’, in 

Canon David Winter is a former 

Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many books. 


the usual sense of the word, in 
being bereaved, as many of us 
can testify. Those who mourn 
are manifesdy not happy. So 
what did Jesus mean? 

If we turn the saying round, it’s 
deeper meaning begins to 
emerge. Those who mourn will 
be comforted; therefore they are 
happy (blessed)’. It is in the 
experience of casting ourselves 
on ‘the God of all comfort’, as 
the apostle Paul calls him, that 
we find true blessedness; there- 
fore, in one sense, the experi- 
ence is a source of blessing. In 
these lovely verses we can begin 
to see the wide parameters of All 
Saints-nde - that ‘blest commu- 
nion, fellowship divine’ of which 
W.W. How’s hymn sings. On 
this day we bless the name of the 
Saviour ‘for all the saints who 
from their labours rest, Who 
thee by faith before the world 
confessed’. On this day we 
remember the ‘pure in heart’, the 
‘meek’, the ‘poor in spirit’, the 
‘merciful' . . . yes, and ‘those who 
mourn’. And on this day we turn 
our regrets into gratitude and 
our tears into hope. 







